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1. Purpose 
This procedure sets out the clearance requirements for vegetation in the vicinity of road access, 
track and overhead equipment at the Sydney Tramway Museum. 

2. Scope 
This procedure applies to areas of the Sydney Tramway Museum grounds, access easements and 
its tramlines. 

3. Responsibilities 
It is the responsibility of the Infrastructure Department to implement these requirements. 

4. References 
Appendix A - Application for Authority to Destroy or Damage Trees 
Appendix B - Site Boundary Sydney Tramway Museum 

5. Definitions 
Workers –  accredited STM rail safety worker or accredited external contractor  
Electrical Worker – Accredited STM rail safety worker with additional accreditation as an 

Electrical worker 
RNP  -  Royal National Park 
SSC  -  Sutherland Shire Council 
STM - Sydney Tramway Museum, a trading name of South Pacific Electric Railway Co-

Operative Society Limited. 
STM Property – includes the STM Museum, easements and the tramlines to RNP and Waratah 

Loop. 

6. Clearances  
6.1 Electrical clearances for workers  
Workers performing vegetation control near 600 V d.c. equipment must ensure that all people, 
material and vegetation remain a minimum of 1.0 m clear of the 600 V d.c. equipment at all times, 
unless the persons involved in the vegetation control process are signed onto an appropriate 
electrical permit for all the 600 V d.c. equipment concerned.  
This distance may be reduced to 0.5 m when an appropriately accredited electrical worker carries 
out the work.  
6.2 Vegetation Clearances 
No part of a tree, shrub or bush on STM property shall be allowed within an envelope defined by 
the following:  
• 3.0 m horizontally to the overhead wiring over a track; 
• 2.0 m horizontally from the overhead wiring running to anchor;  
• 1.5 m horizontally from an overhead wiring structure or guy;  
• 5.0 m vertically above the line of the top of the overhead wiring structures;  
• 1.5 m from 600 V dc auxiliary feeders at supports;  
• 1.5 m OR sag at 50

O
C plus 0.5 m (whichever is the greater) from 600 V d.c. auxiliary 

feeders along the middle 2/3 of the span.  
• 2.0 m of the center line of a defined access road for use to access any STM easement  or 

tram track 
• 1.0 m of the center line of a defined access path for use to access any STM easement or 

Tram track 
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Trees, shrubs or bushes that grow outside STM property and infringe the above clearances or visual 
sight lines for road interfaces may only be pruned back to the STM boundary without the 
permission of the relevant landowners. 
 
See Figure 1 and Figure 2 below for clearance diagrams.  

 
Figure 1 - Cross Section of Vegetation Clearances 

 
 

Figure 2 - Plan of Vegetation Clearances  
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7. Tree pruning 
7.1  Safety  

All clearing operations should be carried out in such a manner as to ensure safety to the members 
and public and protection of 600 V d.c. equipment.  

Further information about safety requirements and conducting risk assessment for clearing 
operations is contained in the STM Safety Management System - Risk management.  

If clearing vegetation, when trams are operating on the line, a designated Rail Safety Watcher 
MUST be appointed and tasked of protecting the workers on the tramline. 

7.2  Extent of pruning  
Regular inspections must be undertaken to identify any trees or branches likely to come within 
the minimum clearance of 600 V d.c. equipment, access roads or paths. 
It is suggested that these inspections be done in September each year unless an alternative 
inspection program has been established for specific local conditions.   
Trees and / or their limbs, which are considered liable to break off and / or fall on 600 V d.c. 
equipment, should be removed.  
Discretion should be used when pruning, e.g. a tree should be removed, rather than split, to obtain 
clearance. Trees should be left as aesthetically pleasing as practicable and pruning should be 
undertaken using modern tree surgery techniques.  

7.3  Allowance for re growth  
Where extra pruning will cause minimal change in the aesthetic appearance, trees should be 
pruned to allow 3 years re growth.  
7.4  Disposal of debris  

Debris produced during the clearing and or pruning of trees is to be either removed, or chipped.  
When the debris is chipped, the mulch produced by chipping can be either spread outside the 600 V 
d.c. clearance distance or removed.  
Debris and chippings, which are removed from site, must be disposed of in an acceptable manner. 
(i.e. preferably as landscaping material. Only as a last resort may chippings be disposed of in an 
approved landfill).  

8  Restrictions  

8.1  General  
In certain areas of the electrified area statutory regulations restrict the lopping or destroying of 
trees. In addition steps need to be taken to protect any rare or endangered species growing on 
STM property that will not directly interfere with the safety or operation of STM equipment or 
infrastructure. 

8.2  Tree Preservation Orders  
Tree Preservation Orders made by SSC must be complied with when maintaining vegetation 
clearance to 600 V d.c. equipment. SSC permission must be obtained before lopping or 
destroying any tree subject to a Tree Preservation Order.  

Prior to carrying out vegetation control works, trees covered by a Tree Preservation Order must 
be identified in consultation with the SSC.  

Appendix A  
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Application for Authority to Destroy or Damage Trees 

SUTHERLAND SHIRE COUNCIL 

Trees on private property 
Council's Urban Tree and Bushland policy aims to protect trees and bush land for their 
environmental, heritage and amenity values to the community.  
 
What are rules for pruning or removing trees on private property? 

• No approval is required to prune a tree up to 10%. 
• No approval is required to prune a branch which overhangs a dwelling. 

Council will provide approval to remove a tree within 3 metres of a dwelling subject to an 
application. 
In all other circumstances you require permission to prune or remove a tree on private property 
with the exception of vegetation listed below.  
All applications to prune or remove a tree are assessed by council’s qualified staff.   

If an approval is provided for removal, council will require replacement planting at a ratio of 4:1 
so that the canopy of the Shire can be maintained for future generations.  Details of these 
requirements will be provided at the time of approval. 
Policy to ensure appropriate tree selection, planting and management in streets and other urban 
spaces as well as the pruning and removal of trees in the Shire and associated applications forms. 
See the SSC Tree Pruning and Removal (page7): 

http://www.sutherlandshire.nsw.gov.au/Council_The_Shire/Policies_Forms 
 
What vegetation can be removed without approval? 
Sutherland Shire Local Environmental Plan 2006 lists vegetation that can be removed without 
approval.  
Trees on council or public land. 

Report: 
Request an inspection of a tree on public land 
Council policy aims to protect trees and bush land for their environmental, heritage and amenity 
values to the community.  
 
Who is responsible for pruning or removing trees on council property? 
Council is responsible for the pruning and removal of trees and other vegetation on public land, 
including parks, nature strips. 
If you think a tree on Council property requires pruning, removal, or branch pick-up please 
Report It online. A Tree Maintenance Officer will then determine what work, if any, is to be 
undertaken by Council. 

We may prune or remove trees on council land to : 
• remove lower branches for pedestrian and vehicular access 
• remove deadwood and defective branches 
• remove branches that come in contact with adjoining buildings or structures 
• formative prune 
• root prune to prevent further damage to built structures that have been appropriately engineered 

in the first place, where practicable 
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• clear sight lines as per RMA requirements and signage 
• remove hazardous trees 
Tree pruning will be carried out as per Australian Standard 4373-2007 (Pruning for Amenity Trees). 
 
We WILL NOT prune or remove trees on council land to: 
• improve or allow a view 
• allow solar access or for solar panel installation clearance 
• reduce leaf, bark and fruit fall 
• reduce sap and bird droppings 
• reduce release of pollen i.e.: allergies or asthma 
• deter insects or animals including bees and possums 
• top, lop or damage a tree in a way that contradicts the pruning standard AS 4373-2007 
• remove trees that are not considered aesthetically pleasing or messy 
• remove trees that have been vandalised 
• prevent sewer pipe blockages 

 
Preferred Supplier Tree Removal 
Where council has provided approval by way of development consent for a tree on the road 
reserve to be pruned or removed, the applicant may contact any of the organisations listed below 
for a quote. 
These organisations have approval to undertake work on council land through the Preferred 
Supplier Tendering process. Preferred suppliers are aware of their obligation to ensure the tree 
has been approved for removal or pruning. 

Penalties apply for unauthorised work on council land 

The applicant is responsible for contract management and payment of the arborist 
• Sydney Metro Tree Services (Tree Pruning and Removal)Services available include: Tree, 

stump, grinding, root, root barrier, removal, travel tower, chipper, climber, EWP, pruning, 
arborist. Contact details:  02 96202060 Preferred supplier Review Date: 25/07/2014   

Citywide Service Solutions Pty Ltd (Tree Pruning and Removal) Services available 
include: Tree pruning/removal, stump and root grinding, root barrier installation, tree planting, 
resistograph testing and more Contact details:  0424 953 621   (Dave Montgomery) Preferred 
supplier Review Date: 25/07/2014 

FORMS: 
Application To Prune / Remove a Tree On Private Property 
ESD_Tree_Works_on_Private_Property_Prune_Remove_Form.pdf 
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Appendix B  
Site Boundary Sydney Tramway Museum 
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