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Sydney R class Car 1808 in Melbourne for Moomba, Historic Engineering Marker
Unveiled and our 50th Anniversary Presentation Dinner

Sydney R 1808 in Moomba Parade

It was a joy to behold! A Sydney tram finally made it
into the streets of Melbourne for the annual Moomba
Festival Parade on Monday, 12 March 2001.

After finishing service in Sydney, 1808 was purchased
by a private owner. Waverley Municipal Council later
purchased the car, together with R car 1798 and R1 car
1980, with a view to restoring them for a proposed tourist
tramway through Bondi Junction. R car 1808 received a
Bicentennial grant to restore the body and was on display
at The Boot Factory for some years before being stored.

Waverley Council donated cars 1798 and 1980 to the
Sydney Tramway Museum, and 1808 is on permanent
loan. Car 1808 was sent to Bendigo for electrical and
mechanical restoration to full operating condition by
Central Deborah Bendigo’s tramway restoration team.

Bendigo carried out some splendid work on 1808 and
the tram looked a real picture in the streets of Melbourne.

A number of our members ventured to Melbourne to
witness the sight of 1808 in the Moomba Parade and they
reported that the car ran smoothly, quietly and was fast!

Institution of Engineers Plaquing Ceremony

On 31 March 2001 the Institution of Engineers,
Australia’s Engineering Heritage Committee recognised
the significant contribution that the Sydney Tramway
System made to the development of Sydney in a Plaquing
Ceremony held at the Museum. The Ceremony not only
recognised the significance of the Sydney Tramway
System but also highlighted the Golden Anniversary of
the Sydney Tramway Museum.

Over 100 invited guests and a large contingent of
Museum members gathered near the historic Railway
Square Waiting Shed to take part in this historic occasion.

Councillor George Hurley, representing the Mayor of
Sutherland Shire, welcomed the Official Guests and
outlined the relationship between Sutherland Shire and
the Sydney Tramway Museum. He stressed that the Shire
was pleased to host the Museum with its impressive
collection and operation of Sydney’s tramway heritage
and was working closely with the Museum in its current
expansion program. On behalf of the Shire he looked to a
great future for the Museum.

Federal Member for Hughes, Danna Vale MP, spoke of
her pleasure in seeing that the activities of the Sydney
Tramway Museum were now occurring not only within
Sydney but also on a national level. She ranked the
operation of the Museum’s R class tram number 1808 in
this year’s Moomba Parade in Melbourne on 12 March
2001, when it was on display before a crowd of 200,000
people, a highlight in the progress of the Museum.

Ms Vale noted that the Federal Government’s overseas
trade facilitator, Austrade, has been proud to assist the
Museum in the complex negotiations involved in ensuring
the safe delivery of the international component of the
Museum’s collection. The Federal Government had also
been pleased to provide Federation funding to assist in the
restoration of historic C class car 29 to fully operational
status. She was looking forward to its official launch as a
regular passenger carrying tramcar later in 2001.

Howard Clark responded on behalf of the Museum,
outlining the various facets of the contribution of the
tramway system to the growth and development of
Sydney and touching on the major milestones in the
growth of the Museum.

In response, State Member for Heathcote, lan
McManus MP, observed that every time he visited the
Sydney Tramway Museum he was impressed with the
progress being made in extending this wonderful facility.
He noted that the Museum was opened in 1950 by Deputy
Premier Pat Hills MP and from small beginnings has
grown to become the largest in the southern hemisphere,
an extraordinary achievement for an entirely voluntary
organisation operating as a non profit co-operative
society. The NSW Government had been a significant
contributor to the ongoing development of the heritage
transport complex. Past grants have been instrumental in
helping the Museum to construct its Restoration Building
and the erection of the third major building on the north
west corner of this site. The safety of the Museum’s
valuable and unique collection has been further
safeguarded by the fire sprinkler system which has also
been assisted with funding support from the NSW
Government. He was particularly pleased to see former
Transport Minister, Brian Langton and former Lord
Mayor of Sydney, Doug Sutherland, present on this
occasion.

The Chairman of the Sydney Division of the Institution
of Engineers, Andrew Leventhal, then addressed the
gathering on the engineering and social significance of the
NSW Tramways and outlined the reasons for plaquing. In
his address Andrew noted the contribution of engineers of
the calibre of Sir John Bradfield to the development of the
tramways and the way in which state of the art technology
was introduced and developed by the engineers of the
NSW Tramways. He also was at pains to point out to the
audience that the passenger carrying performance of the
tramways in the first half of the twentieth century far
eclipsed the current passenger loadings of Sydney Buses
and CityRail combined.

The official party then unveiled the Plaque and
afternoon tea and the customary tram rides were provided.



Overall it was a most successful day for the Museum
and special thanks are due to all those who assisted in the
smooth functioning of this important event.

— Greg Sutherland

50th Anniversary and Presentation Dinner

The Society’s 50th Anniversary and Presentation
Dinner was held on Saturday, 31 March 2001 in the
Restoration Workshop. C class 29 provided the backdrop
for the evening and L/P 154 was floodlit on the traverser
for the occasion.

Councillor George Hurley and his wife Valerie,
Alderman for the council ward in which the museum is
located and representing the Mayor of Sutherland Shire
Council, and Ms Danna Vale, MP, Federal Member for
Hughes, and her husband Bob were our official guests.

Representatives from the Tramway Museum Society of
Victoria, Ballarat Tramway Museum, Brisbane Tramway
Museum Society, the Tramway Division of the Museum
of Transport and Technology in Auckland, the NSW Rail
Transport Museum and 3801 Ltd joined us in our
celebration.

David Critchley and Col Gilbertson were joint MCs for
the evening. In the toast to the Museum and the
friendships that it has fostered, Col mentioned that the
Society was the sixth enthusiast group in the world to
preserve electric trams. He highlighted that our letterhead
proudly proclaims that we were the first in Australia,
pioneering the ‘live museum’ concept. Col then provided
a chronology of the first fifty years of the history of the
museum.

Col recalled how the SPER had been involved in the
operation of steam-hauled rail tours in the late 1960s,
including the famous speed run to Newcastle with 3801.
We also ran a number of rail motor and electric train tours
before the advent of specialist societies, and ran tours
interstate by train and tram.

Film and television events that the Museum and its
trams featured in were also mentioned.

Col highlighted the friendship and camaraderie for
which the SPER is well known, thanking all present for
their friendship over the years.

David Critchley proposed the second toast, to the
memory of deceased members, and touched on the
support provided by wives and partners.

Awards of a Certificate of Appreciation and a colour-
coded service badge were presented to 55 members.

The 10 to 24 year awards were introduced by Bob
Cowing, Chairman of the 25th Anniversary Dinner
Committee, and presented by our founding member Norm
Chinn. Norm gave a brief insight into how, before the
National Park site was finally selected, eleven different
sites were evaluated as possible museum locations. He
also paid tribute to all those who had ‘travelled with him’
on the 50-year journey that we are celebrating.

The 25 to 39 year awards were introduced by our
Chairman Howard Clark and presented by Councillor
George Hurley. Councillor Hurley spoke on the vital part
that the Museum plays in tourism within the Shire. He
also highlighted the outstanding dedication of the
Museum’s volunteer workforce, congratulating and
thanking all those for their contribution to the
organisation. Bob Cowing, on being handed his award,

received a well-deserved standing ovation from all
present in recognition of the work he carries out for the
Museum.

Before presentation of the 40 years plus awards by Ms
Danna Vale, MP, Federal Member for Hughes, David
Rawlings, the longest serving member of the Board of
Directors, spoke of the outstanding contributions that each
of this special group had made to the Museum. He singled
out Peter Kahn and Vic Solomons as two members who
had, in addition to those activities for which they were
well known, been tireless workers behind the scenes for
many years. Ms Vale then presented the awards (in
reverse alphabetical order) to Bill Tuffnell (member 22),
Barry Tooker (11), Vic Solomons (28), Peter Kahn (27),
Richard Hall (36), Ted Davies (10), Richard Clarke (42)
and Norm Chinn (1).

Our Chairman of Directors, Howard Clark gave a brief
(well, for Howard it was...) speech in which he thanked
all present for their attendance and for being part of the
Museum’s fifty years proud history. He spoke of Norm
Chinn’s vision and those who had pioneered the museum,
in securing the historic collection, building the old site
and getting the Society firmly established.

Howard then made a presentation to Norm Chinn of a
framed photograph of L/P 154 flanked by O class 1111
and R 1740 taken at the recommissioning of the L/P on 19
August 2000.

Mrs Vale presented Norm with Life Membership of the
Society and spoke, with great pride, on the outstanding
contribution of the Museum’s volunteer workforce in this
Year of the Volunteer. She thanked Norm for his vision
and Howard, as Chairman of the Board, for all the good
work that the Museum has done and continues to achieve.
She also congratulated the 50th Anniversary Dinner
Committee for a well-planned and run function.

Finally, in recognition of the Society’s 50th
Anniversary, Mrs Vale symbolically presented the
Museum with a new Australian flag, which was accepted
by Norm Chinn and the Museum’s newest member
present, Peter McCallum (650).

Despite a few teething problems with the catering on
the night, all those attending voted the evening an
outstanding success. David and Col would like to
acknowledge Bob Cowing, whose idea it was to hold a
dinner and for his physical work put in at the Museum in
the lead-up to the night. Bob Merchant, who coordinated
the bookings and produced the Certificates of
Appreciation, and John McFadden, for his work behind
the scenes, are also thanked. — Col Gilbertson

Museum Operations

Congratulations to Mary Kerry, who has been appointed
the operational control of the kiosk and ordering from our
kiosk suppliers.

40th Anniversary Commemoration of the Last Tram
in Sydney, 25 February 1961

The Museum commemorated the closure of the Sydney
Tramway System, with the re-enactment of the final
journeys made with R car 1740, RI car 1971, and L/P car
154, the first tram preserved by the Society.

On a day reminiscent of that hot, humid and sticky day
back in February 1961, a large number of visitors and



members enjoyed a nostalgic Sydney trams only day, at
the Museum.

C car 290 made several runs to the great bouncy
enjoyment of the passengers, reviving memories of the
true “‘Jumping Jack’ trams that ran on the infant system in
Sydney at the turn of the century.

A coupled set of O class cars (1111 and 141s) provided
the rare sight of multiple-unit trams, which were once a
common Sydney occurrence, to the delight of many of our
passengers, particularly the young, who had never
witnessed this normal feature of Sydney trams in their
heyday.

Particularly pleasing to note is that many old tramway
employees made it a day out to visit Loftus and bring
their grand-children to ride the trams on which they
earned their living.

Thanks should be recorded to radio stations 2CH, 2UE,
and 2SM, the Sydney Morning Herald and the St George
& Sutherland Shire Leader for publicity.

At the end of the day a special tour organised by the
Historic Commercial Vehicle Association wound up at
Loftus for their passengers to partake in some early
evening tram rides with our Sydney tramcars. Mercedes
Mark 2 single-decker 1995 (recently placed in storage),
driven by our member Ray Boddenberg, and double-
decker bus 1995 had completed a tour over the last two
tram routes in Sydney, to La Perouse and Maroubra, and
finished a perfect day.

All available Sydney trams were in operation for the
40th Anniversary Day operations at the Museum.

Restoration Notes

Dennis O'Brien advises that following some extensive
negotiations between himself and kindred tramway
museums around Australia, a trolleybus compressor
suitable for installation in our C car 29, was located by
our friends in the Tasmanian Transport Museum Society,
Hobart. It is from a former Leyland ‘Canton’ trolleybus.

Thanks are extended to David Jones and Don Lang
from the Tasmanian Transport Museum for their efforts
on our behalf. After an overhaul, Bill Parkinson will be
able to install the compressor in the tram, and in a short
time, number 29 will join our operational fleet. Many
thanks, Dennis for your efforts on our behalf.

P class car 1497 is at present in shops to receive
general restoration work and a new coat of paint. It is now
awaiting the availability of 1 road and its pit so that
essential underbody work can be completed, after which
its refurbished trucks will be installed. This tram will be
ready in a couple of months.

Traffic Notes
The following alterations to the Royal National Park
timetable have been approved by the Board of Directors.

1. The tram departing from the Park has been
brought forward to 30 minutes past the hour
2. The final journey to Sutherland at 4:38pm has

been cancelled (unless the Officer-In-Charge
decrees otherwise).

Easter / Anzac Day / Heritage Week Operations
The museum will be open and operating trams on the
following days in April:

Friday, 13 April — Good Friday
Saturday, 14 April — Easter Saturday
Sunday, 15 April — Easter Sunday
Monday, 16 April — Easter Monday
Wednesday, 18 April

Sunday, 22 April — Heritage Festival
Wednesday, 25 April — Anzac Day
Sunday, 29 April

Let's Getaway from it all, Folks!

A very short notice surprise visit to the Museum was
made on Friday, 2 March 2001 by Channel 9’s holiday
program, ‘Getaway’ after the film crew had been washed
out of their scheduled filming location due to heavy rain.
The Getaway team took a ride to The Royal National Park
with driver Vic Solomons and conductor Frank McQuade,
who also took the television crew through the Display
Hall, and gave a television interview.

Passengers for the filming were members Jim Jowett,
Keith Hughes and our ‘Work for the Dole’ team, which
gave that little extra ‘zing’ that the tram needed. Thank
you Keith, Jim and the team.

It is expected to air in late May or early June 2001.

Group Out-of-Hours Bookings

If perseverance counts for anything in this day and age,
then our hard working Bookings Officer Ron Ham,
deserves an award for the excellent effort he puts into
procuring ‘out of hours’ bookings for the Museum. In the
period commencing Monday, 26 March and ending
Thursday, 29 March 2001, revenue collected exceeded
$1300.00.

A Probus Club Group from Holroyd arrived on
Tuesday, 27 March and John McFadden assisted Ron on
that day.

On Monday, 26 March, Marton Public School at
Engadine visited the Museum, with 75 youngsters
enjoying tram rides to the Royal National Park on R1
car 1971 and to Sutherland on Brisbane car 295.

Wednesday 28 March saw two groups arrive;
Mountain View Retreat Retirement Village and
Halekulani View Club with 35 Seniors.

On Thursday 29 March, Carlton Primary School
visited, with 93 youngsters. So, as you could see, poor
Ron was run off his feet with enthusiastic visitors.
Twenty-five booked groups will have been through the
Museum by the end of March.

March has been a splendid month for bookings, with
Kings School equal top scoring with 93 students and
accompanying adults on Sunday, 18 March.

New Friends of the Museum
We extend a warm welcome to the new Friends who have
joined in recent months:

2449 Ben Barnes

2450 Sian Veague

2451 Mark Johnson

2452 Tracey Johnson
2453 Sara Johnson

2454 Michael Johnson
2455 Tegan Johnson

2456 Danny Adamopoulos
2457 David Cowans

Arncliffe, NSW
Miranda, NSW
Katoomba, NSW
Katoomba, NSW
Katoomba, NSW
Katoomba, NSW
Katoomba, NSW

St Peters, NSW
Berowra Heights, NSW



2458 Jill Cowans Berowra Heights, NSW

2459 lan McGregor Oatley, NSW
2460 Kate McGregor Oatley, NSW
2461 Andrew McGregor Oatley, NSW
2462 Marlene McGregor Oatley, NSW

2463 Bruce Handley
2464 Julie Handley

2465 Christopher Handley
2466 Jonathon Handley
2467 Jacqueline Handley
2468 Paul Sharp

2469 Elaine Sharp

Cherrybrook, NSW
Cherrybrook, NSW
Cherrybrook, NSW
Cherrybrook, NSW
Cherrybrook, NSW
Lane Cove, NSW

Lane Cove, NSW

News from the Board Room

Proposed Shop Building & YMCA Facade

The plans for the proposed building containing the
shops have now been lodged with Sutherland Shire
Council. To gain a better understanding of what is
proposed for the facade, Council Officers visited the
Museum site as well as the Moore Park storage site to see
the facade stones.

If Council approves our plans, the area behind and
south of the Miranda Waiting Shed will become a hive of
activity. Some preliminary work by volunteers is planned
before the contractors can start.

For example, the Police Box will be moved to Cross
Street opposite the Restoration Building. In addition the
toilets in Tramway Avenue need to be moved.

Sutherland Council recently approved our development
application for the new toilets in Cross Street, west of the
entrance to the Restoration Building. The intention is to
complete these before construction of the shop building
commences. This will obviate the necessity to reposition
the Tramway Avenue toilets elsewhere.

Roof over 4 Road

As most members are aware, the Museum currently
lacks sufficient covered storage space. Sutherland Council
recently approved our plans to extend the Restoration
Building over part of 4 road.

This work involves the extending of the northern
portion of the building westwards (from the roller door to
the traverser), although the current west wall will remain
in place.

The track will be repositioned slightly to enable our
motor vehicles to be stored in the new covered storage
space parallel to one tram in 4 road.

However, before work can commence the material
stored in this area will have to be moved. In addition, the
source of funding has not yet been identified.

Bogie Storage Area

The Board has approved construction of a bogie storage
area in front of the top shed between 12 road and the
railway fence. Material is slowly being cleared from this
area to enable formwork to be built.

This work has a low priority but is one of the many
jobs that need to be done.

Museum Line

One of our long-term plans is to join the double track in
Tramway Avenue at both extremities, which will diminish
the use of the scissors crossover. It is also planned to

extend the double track northwards towards the TAFE
crossing.

To facilitate the extension of the double track, plans
have been prepared to enable us to obtain the necessary
approvals to gain permissive occupancy of an additional
strip of land east of the existing single line. However, it
will take some time before any physical work commences
because of the complexity of the approval process.

Overhead Poles

A pest controller has examined the white ant activity in
our overhead poles and considers that up to 50% of our
timber poles have been damaged.

He treated several poles, as well as the four major posts
in the Railway Square waiting shed, although he did not
locate any activity in these posts.

The Board is considering alternatives for replacing the
poles.

Display Hall

Now that the concrete floor for the Display Hall has
been completed, the Board is considering ways to
revitalise the displays. As Curator of Exhibits, Bob
Merchant will welcome any suggestions from members or
friends.

Seniors Card

Our Museum is now listed in the Seniors Card
Members Guide, which is posted to all Seniors
Cardholders in NSW.

This booklet indicates that Seniors Card members are
eligible for the concession price of $6.00 when they enter
our Museum. Traffic staff should ensure the concession
price is given to visitors who produce a Seniors Card.

Heritage Workshop Supervisor
Brian Hague has been appointed to this position, the
title of which more accurately describes his role.
— John McFadden,

Personal

We have heard that our Friend, John Robinson has just
come out of hospital after surgery. We wish you well,
John, for a speedy recovery.

Another who has ventured forth from ‘workshops’ with
attention to the right arm and ear was Les Coghill who
resumed duties on Sunday, 25 February, a bit sick, sore
and sorry, but by all accounts, he enjoyed the day.

We wish a very quick recovery to Leila Moag, who has
been on the sick list for six weeks. Leila is our newest
Shareholding Member (651) and we welcome you aboard,
Leila. We all hope that you are up and about again soon.

Bob Pearce, Secretary of the Perth Electric Tramway
Society visited Loftus on 18 March and reports he had an
enjoyable day. He would like to extend his thanks to
David Crichley and Stuart Keenan, both of whom were on
duty that day, OIC Peter Kahn, and Bob Cowing (albeit
briefly). He had the pleasure of meeting Richard Mason,
Frank McQuade and Bill Denham, but missed seeing Don
Campbell, who had changed his rostered day. Bob says
‘Hello’, and will catch up with Don another time. Bruce
Worthington escorted Bob through the workshop and
display hall and Bob gained some ideas to take back west.
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Hobart 20 leaves Tasmania — 2001 and 249 in Canberra

Hobart No. 20

On 6 August 2001, former Hobart double deck car 20
was removed from its home of the last 40 years at
Richmond, Tasmania for transfer to Bendigo where in
due course it is planned to restore the car to operating
order. The tram was acquired by the Museum about
seven years ago.

During the intervening period, Barry Baxter, who
owns the property where the car was located,
manufactured a set of upper deck seats, the staircases, a
bow collector, upper deck posts, castings and safety
railings. We are grateful for his excellent workmanship
on these components.

The car was obtained with the full knowledge and
support of the Tasmanian Transport Museum Society
who possess car 46. Subsequently, Hobart Alderman
Darlene Haigh has successfully promoted the scheme
for a tourist tramway at Hobart’s Sullivan Cove. She
was keen to add this car to similar bodies, 17 (currently
being restored in Hobart) and 7, already in the
ownership of Hobart City Council, along with the
restored body of car 39.

Accordingly, the move attracted some lobbying and
opposition, although it received balanced TV, radio and
newspaper coverage on the day.

R car 1749

The body of this car was transferred from the
workshop to the Michael family home at Balmoral
village in the Southern Highlands on 26 July 2001. The
car had been in the workshop since its move from the
City council depot at Wentworth Park on 21 April 2001.

The car was provided as a direct exchange for car
2001 which has since been restored to operating order in
Bendigo.

The transformation of 1749 by our workshop team in
just over three months was quite remarkable. The body
of the car was fully restored internally and externally,
all except one of the centre doors was panelled over to
meet its future use and the tailored corrugated roof from
2001 was returned from Bendigo for refitting to 1749.
Internal power and lighting circuits were fitted. The
three-compartment configuration is better suited to
guest style usage than the open body plan of 2001. On
the other hand, 2001, unlike 1749, retained much of its
underfloor brake equipment, which hastened its
restoration to operational condition.

We are grateful to Paul and Tanya Michael for their
support of the museum and for providing an excellent
barbecue on the day the car was delivered to them.

R1 car 2001 and W2 car 249

Both of these cars were ceremonially returned to
service in Bendigo on 11 September 2001. They were
transferred to Canberra on 13 September 2001 for

display outside the Australian War Memorial until
Sunday, 23 September as part of the promotion of the
proposed Canberra Federation Line.

Thanks are due in particular to Richard Clarke and
his son Tim for transporting the ‘blue box’ inverter to
Canberra and setting up rail panels to enable 2001 to be
used for demonstration runs on the 50 metre section of
track. 249 was placed on a separate track panel as a
static display.

Thanks are due to John McFadden for spending most
of the period in Canberra, along with assistance from
David Bennetts and Peter Kahn during this time.
Chairman of the Federation Line Committee, Ray
Edmondson and his family, along with other locals and
other STM members, assisted as well.

Car 2001 arrived in Bendigo from Balmoral village as
a body shell on 19 April 2001, was restored to
operational condition and painted in the Royal
Australian Air Force recruiting colours used on Sydney
R1 1974 and Melbourne W6 923 in 1952.

Car 249 arrived in Bendigo in March 2001 from
Clarendon. Although fully operational, it had suffered
from almost 15 years in the open and needed major
body restoration work in Bendigo. It is painted in the
colours used on Canberra buses in the 1920s and 1930s.

The effort and outstanding workmanship of the team
at Bendigo tramways must be acknowledged. At least
12 of their staff worked right through the night on 10/11
September to ensure the cars were ready on time. A full
report on their restoration is being prepared for Trolley
Wire.

Further notes on the launch in Canberra are included
on page 4 under the heading ‘The Canberra launch’.

Milano 1692

This car was acquired more than four years ago along
with operating car 1815. Both cars were moved from
ATM Milano depots to an engineering works, Nuovo
Ralfo, some 100km away where works were carried out
on 1692 in preparation for its conversion to a double-
ended car. Despite being a ‘scrap car’, 1692 was found
to be in better condition than 1815, so in the event
various components were removed from 1815 which
will now be scrapped.

Car 1692 arrived in Melbourne on board PONL
Salerno on 9 October 2001. It arrived in Bendigo on 23
October for fitting out in time to participate in
Melbourne’s Moomba parade in 2002.

Brisbane 180

Chris Olsen commenced rewiring the light circuits
while the car was still in 4 Road. After its transfer to
workshop Road 9 on 14 September, our workshop team
resealed the roof, filled and sanded the bodywork and
applied undercoats and final coats of paint. The present



colour scheme will be retained.

We need 24 sponsors at $80 each to enable us to
purchase replacement blinds for the window cavities.
All donations over $2 are tax deductible and will be
gratefully received. Similarly, Sydney P car 1497 needs
$1800 to purchase five sets of replacement canvas
doors.

O car 957

It has been decided that 957 will follow 180 into the
workshop for completion of body restoration work and
painting to enable it to be displayed in our enlarged
display hall next year.

Material costs associated with this phase of the work
will be in the region of $6,000 and any assistance in the
form of donations will be gratefully received. A later
and more expensive phase will be the restoration of the
car to operating condition pending the availability of a
sponsor / donor.

O breakdown 141s

Car 141s went into the workshops on 6 August for
roof resealing and a repaint. It was moved from Road 10
to Road 9 on 24 August and was outshopped on 29
August.

Ccar 29

This car was in the workshops until 14 September to
have ply paneling fitted under its seats, battery operated
communication buzzers installed and some minor
adjustments made. It now resides in 2 Road and is
certified for traffic operations.

Berlin 3008

The replacement of steel panelling on this car by Joe
Kirchberger is continuing. Our ‘Dad’s Army’ workshop
team has cleaned and painted the roof and are filling,
sanding and priming the bodywork.

It was relocated from Road 9 to Road 10 on 24
August and was turned end for end by using the Cross
Street curve. This was to allow the other end of the car
to be close to the workshop welding area.

It is anticipated that the car will re-emerge from the
workshop during November in its original German
public transport cream with black band edged with
silver trim and carrying its original 1969 number, 5133.

Sutherland extension

Due to efforts by Dale Budd, 70 tons of rail was
purchased from Goulburn City Council following the
closure of the local steam pumping station museum
whose other assets were subsequently auctioned. The
rail, including lifting and delivery, cost approximately
$13,000.

The track had been lifted by the Council and was
loaded onto four semi trailers. The rail was unloaded
and stacked at our northern terminus. The first truckload
was unloaded by hand on 3 September by your Editor,
the truck driver and a CSO ‘volunteer’.

A crane was hired on 5 September to unload the
second truck and again on 8 September for the last two
loads. Unloading was made particularly difficult as the
rails had been dumped onto the trucks in a heap with
few separating timbers and had become locked together.

The rail consists of 80lb, 71Ib and 60lb sections, with

a few lengths of 45lb and 30lb rail. A quantity of
fishplates was also included. This purchase should
satisfy our rail requirements for the completion of our
track into Sutherland. All we need is the funding to see
it used!

Tree down

Gale-force winds over 17 and 18 August caused
wide-spread damage around Sydney. One casualty was
a large tree in the grounds of the Army Depot, which
fell over the fence and brought down our tramway
overhead wire. Three bracket arms were severely bent
and one insulator was broken.

The intentional slack in our contact wire took up
much of the strain and the wire did not break although
five bracket arms were pulled out of alignment and a
number of poles were moved out of vertical.

A railway worker called into the museum to advise us
of the problem and also assisted our work team with our
tree clearance problem.

Trams only ran to the Army level crossing during our
Sunday traffic operations until replacement bracket
arms could be erected and the overhead readjusted.

Motor vehicles

Our 1948 Bedford tower wagon once again took part
in the Council of Motor Clubs open day at Eastern
Creek on August 2001. The truck was cleaned and
polished to sparkling condition by Chris Olsen, who
was accompanied by Mal McAulay on the day.

Jason, a CSO panel beater is doing a great job
repairing panels and cutting out rust from our Bedford
bucket truck. Jason has now completed his community
service hours but is continuing to turn up on Saturdays
to work on the truck, saying “you do not want to look at
an incomplete job, so | will finish it and you can
concentrate on the trams.” This work is still in progress.
Thanks, Jason.

Workshop travelling cranes

The two ex-Chullora travelling cranes were returned
to their original manufacturer, Demag, on 26 July for
lengthening of their beams by about 4500mm to suit the
width of our workshop. It was originally thought that
substantial strengthening of the beams would also be
necessary to maintain their rated capacity of five and a
half tonnes. When Demag’s engineers checked the
original design, it was discovered that the State Rail
Authority had specified a maximum deflection in the
beams of only 1mm per 1000mm instead of the industry
standard of 1mm per 500mm. As the beams were
originally over designed, only two extra heavy steel
angles had to be welded to the tops of the beams for the
necessary strengthening.

Demag announced that the cranes would be returned
on 5 September 2001. This initiated a mild panic to try
to have the rails mounted on the beams in the building
by that date so that the cranes could be lifted straight up
and into place on arrival. When it became clear that this
deadline could not be met, Demag was asked to delay
the return of the cranes.

Eight 30-foot lengths of straight 71lb rail were
selected, placed on stands outside for descaling, wire
brushing and priming. One by one they were taken into
the workshop to have seven extra 1lin diameter holes



drilled in them on the large radial drill to accept the
special holding down bolts that were supplied by
Demag free of charge. These bolts were wire brushed to
clean their threads and were primed ready for use.

On 30 September a mobile crane was hired to lift the
rails into place on the beams provided for that purpose
when the building was originally built back in 1988.
Special clamps were made so that a length of piano wire
could be stretched the length of the building. This
enabled the rails to be clamped in place and accurately
aligned to fairly tight tolerances.

Workshop extension

The storage containers were repositioned with a crane
on 30 September to allow for the excavation of the
footings in the near future.

Eight lengths of 60lb rail were selected and descaled
to allow four pre-fabricated track panels to be
assembled for the realigned 4 Road track. One of the
panels included a right-angled crossing for Road 11 (the
bogie access road) at the side door of the workshop. A
track drain of the Sydney pattern was also included. The
old 4 Road track could not be lifted until after the visit
by the party from England on 14 September as C class
29, F class 393 and Munich 2656 were to be brought out
of the display hall for them. The opportunity was taken
to place C class 29 on 2 Road, C class 290 onto 7 Road
and to move Brishane 180 from Road 4 in the display
hall to Road 9 in the workshop.

The next day, Saturday 15 September, the old 4 Road
track was lifted and Alex Cannini’s backhoe excavated
the roadbed for the new track. Trenches were also dug
under 4 Road for a storm water pipe and for extension
of the water main to new fire hydrant that will be
located at the corner of Cross Street and Tramway
Avenue. These pipes, although not required in the short
term, are to be laid now to avoid future excavation
under 4 Road.

The four track panels were lifted into place, levelled
and aligned. Excess fill was dumped and spread near the
highway level crossing serving both to dispose of this
material and to improve drainage in this area. The right-
angled crossing outside the side door of the workshop
was concreted on 20 September in conjunction with the
pouring of the floor slab for the new toilets adjoining
the south wall of the workshop. Further work on this
major project is still in progress. A donor to sponsor the
purchase of the required steelwork would be very
welcome.

New toilet block

Bob Cowing set up the formwork for the slab for this
building. On 27 August a plumber laid the sewer pipes
and a CSO worker back-filled and levelled for the slab,
placed the plastic membrane and reinforcing steel.
Concrete was poured on 20 September and the
brickwork commenced a week later. It is progressing
well.

YMCA facade

Sutherland Shire Council granted Development
Consent on 13 September and advanced planning is now
in progress to get this project started. It is expected a
contract for the supporting structure behind the facade
will be signed shortly.

Electrical

Geoff and Chris Olsen have relocated most of the
workshop lights to clear the way for the installation of
the travelling cranes. They have also relocated some
lights in the display hall and run conduits for the new
toilets and barbecues. Additional shelving has been
erected to improve the storage of wire and cables in the
top shed.

A large Mig welder, donated by Richard Clarke, has
been dismantled for inspection and any necessary
repairs prior to placing it in use.

Pallet racking

Work on the replacement of the pallet racking and
corrugated iron wall separating the display hall from the
running shed and the sorting of stores has continued
spasmodically. This work tends to be interrupted by
more pressing tasks.

Replica waiting shed

Work on the reconstruction of the replica waiting
shed from the Powerhouse Museum at the rear of 4/5
road has continued slowly and most of the framing and
weather boards are now complete.

Electric barbecues

Two electric barbecues have been purchased for use
by our visitors and tour groups. A concrete slab has
been poured south of the Railway Square waiting shed,
using the first load of free concrete received for many
months, with the excess going into 4 Road. Brickwork
has since been erected for this installation.

Bogie and motor work
Work on re-bushing the brake rigging and reassembly
is continuing on the spare Brisbane dropcentre bogie.
The first of P car 1497’s four traction motors has
been dismantled for cleaning and revarnishing.

Visitors to Loftus

On Father’s Day, 2 September 2001, the museum was
host to more than 250 visitors who arrived by steam
train operated by 3801 Limited for the Powerhouse
Museum for a barbecue lunch and general visit. By all
accounts the visit was a great success with thanks due to
Bob Cowing and Danny Adamopoulos for organising
the barbecue and to all our traffic staff who participated
on the day.

Crich visit

At midday on 14 September, a party of 35 visitors,
most being members of the National Tramway Museum,
Crich, Derbyshire, arrived by train at Loftus. The
visitors were welcomed and taken on a quick trip to the
northern terminus then to the Royal National Park. This
was followed by a barbecue lunch, inspections of the
museum area and the opportunity to photograph and
ride on a wide variety of our trams including 1111 and
141s running in multiple.

At 6:30pm, the group boarded vintage double deck
bus 1792 for transport to the Sutherland District
Tradesman’s Club (the Tradies) at Gymea for the
museum’s annual dinner, which was changed to co-
ordinate with their visit.

More than 70 members and guests enjoyed the



opportunity to communicate over matters of mutual
interest and enjoy a presentation by guest speaker,
Geoffrey Claydon, a Vice-President of the National
Tramway Museum and well known to many of our
members. Geoffrey recalled his first visit to Loftus back
in 1969 and gave an entertaining account of his first day
in Australia when he and Winston Bond arrived in
Brisbane.

David Rawlings announced that Sutherland Shire
Council had just granted development consent for the
re-erection of the YMCA building facade. He went on
to note that Crich and the Sydney Tramway Museum
were the only tramway museums in the world that were
making a serious effort to re-create street scenes so that
their trams could be presented to the public as what they
were; street vehicles. Thanks are due to David Critchley
and Col Gilbertson for co-ordinating the events of the
day.

Personal

Our Member No. 3 and long standing Membership
Secretary, Ben Parle, was struck by a car near his home
on the morning of Friday, 17 August.

Ben was rushed to Royal North Shore Hospital with
very severe injuries and in a coma.

We are able to advise that Ben is out of intensive care
but sadly has not come out of his coma. Unfortunately,
the prognosis is not good. Our thoughts and best wishes
are extended to his wife Megan and his family.

Ben’s membership and other work is being looked
after by Don Campbell (timekeeping and traffic
statistics) and John McFadden (operations recording and
banking). Our Secretary, Bob Merchant is managing to
maintain the membership records until a new
membership secretary can be found.

Ben wrote his own membership recording,
timekeeping and statistics program in an early version
of Basic, and it was written specifically to use his
ancient daisy-wheel printer. Don and Bob have
developed great admiration and respect for the program
Ben compiled and would like to continue using it.
However, they are unable to create hard copy output due
to the program being printer specific.

If any member has detailed knowledge of early
versions of Basic and can adjust the underlying code so
that any standard dot matrix or laser printer can be used,
please contact the Secretary at the Museum’s postal
address.

Shareholders renewal forms will not contain the usual
details of membership this year as program conversion
is still not complete. Please bear with us as we come to
grips with the difficulties of extracting information from
the membership recording system.

The Canberra launch

The ACT Chief Minister, Gary Humphries, launched
the display of cars 2001 and 249 in Canberra to promote
the Federation Line on 13 September. Among those
attending the launch were the opposition spokesman on
Urban Services, Wayne Berry MLA,; independent
Assembly Member Mr Dave Rugendyke MLA, and the
Director of the Australian War Memorial, Major
General Steve Gower. Also attending were Mr John
Mackay, Chief Executive of ActewAGL, and Mr Gary
Kent, Chief of Staff to the Commonwealth Minister for

Industry, Science and Resources. Ms Annette Ellis,
Federal MP for the seat of Canberra, particularly asked
that her apologies be recorded.

Others who attended the display during the following
ten days included the President of the Senate, Margaret
Reid; member for Bendigo, Steve Gibbons MP; ACT
Education Minister Bill Stefaniak; ACT Legislative
Assembly Speaker Greg Cornwell; and the Director,
Development Approval, of the National Capital
Authority David Wright.

Over the eleven days of the display, some 3,600
people visited the trams. The response was
overwhelmingly positive, evidenced by comments
recorded in a visitors’ book.

Media reporting included a large photograph in the
Canberra Times of one of the trams being unloaded; and
coverage on WIN television of the launch of the display
by the ACT Chief Minister.

All technical aspects of the operation worked
satisfactorily and without incident.

Also of interest is that the operation at the Australian
War Memorial required negotiations and input to four
different governments:

e Commonwealth Government as the owner of the
Australian War Memorial.

e Australian  Capital  Territory  Government,
WorkCover, as the occupational health and safety
regulator in the Federal Capital.

e Victoria Government, Department of infrastructure,
the regulator for Bendigo Tramways, the two
tramcars were accredited in Victoria.

e New South Wales Government, Department of
Transport, the regulator for Sydney Tramway
Museum, the track and operation was performed
under NSW accreditation.

The AWM negotiated with Commonwealth, Bendigo
Tramways Manager Tim Borchers with Victoria and
Sydney Tramway Museum Chief Engineer Richard
Clarke with NSW and ACT. Using the principle of
mutual recognition, each government accepted the
accreditation in the home state, so that additional
accreditation was not necessary.

The trams are now stored at TotalCare at Fyshwick.
The trams were unloaded outside the building and
conveyed into the building on temporary track, the
panels being moved from behind and relaid in front.
They were towed on the temporary track by forklift
truck with John McFadden in the cab as brakeman. The
cars are stored about 75m inside the building.

Members and Friends Family Day

This year’s Members’ Day will be held on Saturday,
15 December commencing at 2:00pm. The barbecue
will be set up for your BYO picnic and there will be
plenty of opportunities to experience rides on a number
of trams in our collection. The kiosk will be open for the
sale of drinks and ice creams, and the bookshop will
also be open for any last minute Christmas shopping.

We are trying to arrange a special visit by Santa
during the afternoon with gifts for the children. Please
call either Peter Kahn (9665-3820) or David Critchley
(9545-4406) if you are bringing any children under 10
years of age. (Santa’s visit will be subject to
demand...he is a busy fellow at this time of year.)
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