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NEW MEMBERS

The Directors, on behalf of the members of this Society, have
pleasure in welcoming the following new members:-

537 : Warwick R. Roberts 538 : Guisseppe Callipari
539 : Penelope I. Griffiths 540 : Nerys Griffiths

541 : Tomos Griffiths 542 : Robert V. Stevenson
543 : Michael J. Kerry 544 : Mary A. Kerry

545 : Peter M. Kerry 546 : Sjoerd F.Tyssen

547 : Graham C. Maynard

We sincerely hope that they will be able to take an active part in
the great future which now lies ahead of us, with the opening of our new Museum.

NEW BOOK

Under the guiding hand of Howard Clark, a new pictorial review of
Sydney trams is in preparation. This book, which is being published by Transit
Press, will be available in time for the opening of the Museum.

KAHN'S KOMMENTS

(a) Annual Dinner

The Society's annual dinner will once again be held at the Sutherland
Masonic Bowling Club, on Saturday, 7 May, 1988, commencing at 7.0 p.m., with the
actsal dinner commencing at 7.30 p.m., and all members and their wives/husbands/
friends, etc., are invited to attend.

The club is situated opposite the North (Sutherland) terminus of our
new tramway and access by car is via President Avenue, Murton Street, Forest Road,
Eton Street, then via the private road to the Club's car park.

The estimated cost per person is $22 - $25 and the actual cost
will be advised in the next SPER NEWS.

(b) New Site Operating Days

Following the Official Opening of the Museum on Saturday, 19 March,
normal operations for the public will commence on Sunday, 20 March, then EVERY
DAY until Sunday, 27 March. The Museum will then be open on the following days:-

Wednesday, 30 March Saturday, 2 April

Sunday, 3 April Monday, 4 April

Wednesday, 6 April Sunday, 10 April

Wednesday, 13 April §Sunday 17 to Monday 25 April (Incl.)

Wednesday, 27 April, thence every Sunday, Wednesday and public holiday
(Good Friday and Christmas Day excepted) or as otherwise advertised,

Our days of operation will naturally be kept under review and will be
ad justed if necessary.

§ Sunday 17 to Sunday 24 April is Heritage Week and Monday 25 is, of
course, Anzac Day.

Hours of operation will remain at 10.0 a.m. until 5.0 p.m.



























SPERNEWS SPECIAL - No .2
April 1988

REPORT FROM THE CREW TRAINING COMMITTEE

The new tramway is now in operation and it 1is most
pleasing to see the responsible attitude being adopted
by our Drivers and Conductors who have been given
interim authorisations and have so far been privileged
to run trams on the line, This is no doubt due to the
results of the recent Driver Review sessions undertaken
to acquaint members with the potential hazards on the
new site and, more importantly, how to respond to
emergency situations.

The response to the invitation to attend these
review sessions was most gratifying, only two members
who were authorised to drive on the o0ld site (old
classification 3 or 5) declining to participate,

Most of the drivers agreed that having received an
emergency stop signal and finding the air brake
inoperative they could now begin to appreciate the
message which members of the Crew Training Committee
had been attempting to convey. They were also amazed
at the relative ease with which the heavy R-type cars
could be stopped using a properly serviced and adjusted
handbrake.

But the most telling aspect of driving on the new
gsite is negotiating '"Army Hill", Ascending the grade
where running in Parallel is directed is exhilarating
enough. But changing ends and facing the 1 in 17 down-
grade for the first time has caused even our most
intrepid members to think twice before setting off from
the Sutherland terminus!

So now we have our new line in operation - what
next?

The Works Manager needs continuing assistance in
completing trackwork, =site works and buildings. We
must keep up the momentum established in the weeks
prior to the opening.

The Crew Training Committee has sought and been
granted permission to undertake the necessary
retraining and new training programmes as soon as
possible, Accordingly, the following provisional time-
table has been drawn up with a view to having all




presently authorised members fully converted to the new
site operations and the training programme for new
recruits recommenced as soon as possible.

It is proposed to run the various classes as out-
lined hereunder:-

(A) Existing Drivers (0Old Site Grades 3 or 5; New Site
Grades SV or 6V): Completion of Review/Conversion
to take place on Saturday between 9.30 am and 4.00
pm.

(B) Existing Conductors (0ld Site Grade 8; New Site
Grade 2) and Trainee Conductors (0Old Site Grade
8X) : Conversion to new site operations on
Saturday between 10.00 am and 1.00 pm.

(C) Trainee Drivers (Old Site Grade 7): Review of
progress and new site operations on Saturday
between 9.30 am and 4.00 pm.

(D) New Conductors (New Grade 1): Classes and
practical tuition at the new Museum on Saturday
from 10.00 am to 2.00 pm.

(E) New Drivers (New Site Grade 3): Introductory
class and preliminary practical tuition at the new
Museum on Saturday between 10.00 am and 4.30 pm.

Continuation classes by arrangement.

Timetable:

April May June July August September
2 7 4 2 6 3
9 14 A,B 11 C,D 9C,D 13 10
16 21 E 18 E 16 D 20 E 17 D
23 28 25 23 27 24
30 A,B - - 30 - -

Come along on the appropriate day - booking desirable
but not essential.

Bill Denham,
for the Committee







































SPERNEWS SPECIAL - No .3
August 1988

REPORT FROM THE CREW TRAINING COMMITTEE

Due to a breakdown in communications, Spernews Special
No.2 was not widely circulated amongst Society members.
When this became evident, certain changed situations
made it uneconomical to rectify the matter.

The most important matter contained in the
previous newssheet concerned the programming of Crew
Training on the new site. Classes will be held for the
various grades and at the times set out below as far as
practicable.

(A) For members of the Society who were previously
authorised to drive on the old site and who have
not undergone any review for new site operationms.

(B) For members who were previously authorised only as
Conductor or had commenced Conductor training and
who have not undergone any review for new site
operations.

(C) For members who were previously authorised for "on
road"” training as Driver on the old site and who
have not undergone any review for new site
operations.

(D) For members of the Society wishing to commence
Conductor training.

(E) For authorised Conductors who wish to commence
Driver training.

TIMETABLE

1988 1989

August September October November February March

6 3 1 5 4 4

13 10 8 12 11 11
20 A,E 17 B,C,D 15 A,E 19 B,C,D 18 D 18 E
27 24 22 26 25 25
- - 29 * - - -

* Special day for training as required.

Classes are held at the Loftus Depot commencing at




about 9.45 am. and continuing until about 3.45 pm. or
as required.

Bookings are required - contact Bill Denham at 80 1064,
evenings, at least three days before the date you wish
to attend, or write: Crew Training, PO Box 103, Suther-
land, NSW, 2232.

PCC CAR 1014

Following extensive work to make the car suitable for
use on the Museum line, it has been offered to the Crew
Training Committee to determine priorities, 1if any,
which might be applied to training of members in
driving the car; to determine a proper training
programme and to implement such a programme.

It is expected that the tram will only operate
about once a month and on three or four trips each day
because of the extremely heavy power consumption when
compared with the rest of the operating fleet. This
will also have an effect on the actual period of "on
road"” training available to members.

It is expected that Senior Traffic staff will be
given some priority in training, while Traffic Staff in
general may be accepted ahead of other members. If you
are an authorised Driver and would like to be con-
sidered for training on No.1014, please contact either
Bill Denham or Bill Parkinson for further details. For
reasons of economics, alluded to above, classes for PCC
driver tuition in the short term will have to be
limited to six persons on any day.

COMPULSORY STOPS

Members are reminded that compulsory stops exist for
ALL trams at Pitt Street when leaving the museum and at
the Army Depot crossing when proceeding towards the
Museum. The conditional stops occur at these places
when proceeding in the opposite directions only. The
general observance of this stopping rule has been noted
by outside  authorities to the benefit of our
professional standing. Do not spoil this effect by
being one of a few members who still do not observe the
Stop.

GROOVE CLEANING

The Driver of the first tram each day should operate at
a slow speed and ensure all formed track grooves are
clean before proceeding. Other Drivers throughout the
day should observe that no foreign bodies have dropped
or been placed in grooves. Unnecessary wear can be
caused and the potential for derailments is increased.
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