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AUSTRALIAN TRANSPORT MUSEUMS ASSOCIATION 
ALMOST from the day that the Australian Electric Transport Museum was parted 
into two separate s ta te sect ions in the 1950's, d iscuss ion has been taking place 
on the merits or otherwise of some form of associat ion of tramway museums in 
Australia. Although a l l museums in Australia which conform to the definition of 
a museum as set down by the International Conference of Museums are eligible 
to join the Museums Association of Australia, it would seem that something of a 
more special ised nature is required to cover tramway (and railway) museums in 
the form operated by en thus ias t s . 

To this end, the Australian Transport Museums Conference will be held in 
Ballarat over the Anzac Day long weekend in April, and members of the various 
organisat ions have arranged to meet to d i s cus s problems of operation and man
agement common to all groups. We hope to be able to report the successful 
formation of an associa t ion in the next i ssue of Trolley Wire. 

-W.M.D. 

AUSTRALIAN ELECTRIC TRAN SPORT MUSEUM 
k (S.A.) Incorporated 

fa ST. KILDA SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

iJ Tramcars, Trol leybuses , Electr ic Locomotive 

EE3 Trams operate SUNDAYS & PUBLIC HOLIDAYS.. 2 - 5 pm 

No public transport available. Interstate visitors please contact 
A.E.T.M. (S.A.) at Box 2012, GPO, Adelaide 5001, if transport is 
required. In emergency phone (Adelaide) 297 4447. 

FRONT COVER: Coupled 0 class car 1111 and breakdown car 141 S (ex 0 1030) 
climb the hill at Loftus on the first official run of coupled O class cars at the 
museum in December 1974. The last passenger carrying coupled set had oper
ated in Sydney in January 1959 when Nos. 1111 and 1187 had been run on tour 
prior to the latter car's despatch to a museum in the U.S.A. 

— Denis O Bnen 
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LAYING ADELAIDE'S TRACKS 

Mr. Theodore Bruce, Mayor of Adelaide, turns the first sod to commence lay
ing Adela ide ' s electr ic tramway t racks at Hackney on 21st May 1908. 

Adelaide retained a large horse tramway system later than most other Aust-
i^L ralian cities. A number of attempts were made between 1900 and 1905 to 

I ^ k replace horses with electric traction, but all were doomed to failure. 
variously due to political ineptitude or lack of adequate financial re

sources. It was only after the South Australian Parliament had passed the 
legislation in 1906 setting up the Municipal Tramways Trust and agreed to pur
chase the assets of the horse tramway companies for £280,000 that planning 
could begin for an electric tramway system. 

The arrival of the day for the turning of the first sod to commence tracklaying 
was of considerable importance to Adelaide, for many c i t izens had become em-
barassed by the poor public transport which had continued to operate in the ci ty. 

After the formal ceremony, the tracklaying contractors , Messrs Smith and 
Timms, set to work in earnest to replace the old horsecar rai ls with new tracks 
for the electric se rv ices . Their contract init ially involved laying 55 miles of 
t racks , including four grand union junct ions, for a total cost of £ 163,831- Al
most all the work was done by hand with a minimum of mechanical a s s i s t ance . 
Straight track was laid with 95 lb/yd B.S. grooved rai l , upgraded to 10 1 lb/yd on 
curves . 

A delightful ser ies of cameo pictures has come down to us showing the tech
niques used — pictures which will be all the more interest ing to enthusias t 
transport museum members whose own tracklaying endeavours , due to limited 
funds and equipment, are sti l l largely based on the hand labour methods used 
nearly 70 years ago. 

The composition and quality of the pictures sugges ts that the photographs 
were mostly taken by leading early Adelaide photographer, Mr. H. Krischock. 
Many of his g l a s s negat ives survived in the files of the Adelaide Advertiser 
until the 1930's, but pressure for space eventually led to their d isposal — later 
rea l i sed to be a tragic loss to the his tor ical records of South Australia. 

-John Radcliffe 
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