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MELBOURNE’S TWO BATMAN AVENUE TRAMWAYS
1916 AND 1999

By Ross Willson

A. THE NEW LINE
The Federation Square Project

Federation Square is an extensive re-development of
the area formerly occupied by the railway station at
Princes Bridge, through suburban railway lines and
large nests of railway sidings collectivelv known as
Jolimont Yard and the Jolimont electric car workshops.
It involves the provision of a new Riverside Parkland
which will extend from Melbourne Park (formerly
Flinders Park) to Federation Square, together with the
Jolimont Residential Project.

The 1999 Deviation
Introduction

While the Batman Avenue line was the first electric
tramway to reach the city area, the sole reason that it
ended on its fringes was the presence of a cable
tramway in Swanston Street and St Kilda Road. Thus
it has taken from 1916 to 1999 to provide passengers
on the Wattle Park line with a through service to
Melbourne's central business district. In addition to the
clear object of conferring benefits on passengers
travelling on Route 70 (Princes Bridge-Wattle Park) by
providing much improved access to the city, the raison
d’etre of the new line is to provide public transport
access to the new sporting venues provided in the
context of the redevelopment of the Jolimont rail yards
site

The proposal to construct the new line was
announced by the Minister for Planning and Local
Government in a media statement on 30 June 1997.
The section along Batman Avenue and Swan Street
from St Kilda Road to the junction with the new line
has been replaced by a deviation between Flinders
Street and Swan Street. The new line follows an
extension of Exhibition Street across the railway line
and former railway yards at Jolimont and thence runs
parallel to the railway in a tramway reserve adjacent to
Melbourne Park.

The work involved the elimination of the former
sidings in Jolimont Yard and the closure of Jolimont
Workshops so reducing the number of railway tracks

from 53 to 12. This was made possible by providing
storage and maintenance facilities for electric trains at
suburban locations. It also included the demolition of
the Gas and Fuel Corporation buildings in Flinders
Street and of Flinders Street 'B' railway signal box.

The former Batman Avenue will be razed to provide
additional park lands.

In order to provide storage for trams serving the
nearby sporting facilities, a third road between the
Down and Up lines has been provided along the
eastern section where it parallels the railway. It leaves
the Up line at the Richmond end and is connected by a
"Y' junction to the Down and Up lines at the Melbourne
end. This third road is capable of accommodating ten
trams of the B2 class.

The project also involved the provision of a new
substation, which is located near Wellington Parade at
the southern portal of the railway tunnels on the
Clifton Hill line. This facility was completed during
March 1999.

Opening of the New Line

At 12:13am on the morning of Saturday, 29 May
1999, B2 class train No. 2132, preceded by No. 2061,
operating on Route 70 to Wattle Park left the terminus
in Batman Avenue, Melbourne, so bringing to an end
the operation of electric trams in Batman Avenue and
portion of Swan Street.

During the period from 29 May to 6 June, private
buses operated by Sita provided a service along Swan
Street and Batman Avenue, from Punt Road to the
terminus near Swanston Street.

The existing line in Swan Street was linked to the
new line on the weekend of 29-30 May. A new junction
had been provided at the intersection of Flinders Street
and the new Batman Avenue on 28 November 1998.

The ex-Sydney scrubber car (No. 11 W), constructed
as a passenger car in 1908, operated over the new line on
28 May. It was initially unable to negotiate the curve
from Flinders Street. Following the grinding away of
concrete a second attempt was successful and No. 11W
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travelled on the inbound track to the first crossover just
beyond the first stop at the national Tennis centre and
returned along the outbound track. It returned on
31 May. On 1 June, A1 class No. 239 was taken over the
new line. On 2 June No. 240 of the same class operated
to enable drivers to learn the new route. The first
articulated tram to be so employed was No. 2093, which
was operated on 3 June.

On Sunday, 6 June 1999, the Premier of Victoria
opened the new line and regular services commenced
on the morning of Monday, 7 June when Route 70
trams operated along Flinders Street to the crossover
short of Spencer Street. However, in order to avoid
unnecessary congestion at this location, the practice is
for trams to continue along Spencer Street to the
terminus opened in 1994 beyond La Trobe Street, near
Jeffcott Street.

The permanent terminus for Route 70 trams will be
in Flinders Street west of Spencer Street, making use
of track which will form part of the new line through
the Docklands development (as described in ‘Here and
There’, elsewhere in this issue of Trolley Wire).

B. THE FORMER LINE

The Royal Commission

On 17 November 1910, the Governor of Victoria
appointed a Royal Commission to inquire into and
report upon the Railway and Tramway Systems of
Melbourne and Suburbs. It consisted of a Chairman
and six members, one of whom was Mr David Dureau,
a company director, who had served as the Mayor of
Hawthorn during 1910 and 1911. He was subsequently
appointed as Chairman of the Hawthorn Tramways
Trust, which met for the first time at the Town Hall,
Melbourne, on 19 June 1914.

On 24 November 1910, the Chairman of the
Victorian Railways Commissioners testified before the
Commission. He was presented with a detailed
questionnaire, paragraph II(b) of which referred to a
proposal 'to convert and continue the Riversdale Road
tramway along Swan Street, Richmond; thence directly
into Melbourne, along the road immediately north of
the Friendly Societies' Gardens; and thence to St Kilda
Road (Prince's Bridge).' Paragraph II(c) asked: "Would
it, in your opinion, be preferable to ultimately serve the
Burwood district by an extension of the railway." Sir
Thomas Tait, who had informed the Government in
September of his resignation and that he would be
leaving Victoria on the Orient Line's s.s. Otranto on
30 November declined to respond specifically to these
questions.
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However, in direct testimony he was asked:
"Supposing it can be shown that tramways running
along Riversdale Road and Swan Street, and other
tramways running down High Street, Kew, to connect
with the Victoria Street trams, can very considerably
relieve the traffic from Auburn, Glenferrie, and
Hawthorn stations, would the quadruplication of the
line still be necessary?" He replied affirmatively, but
went on to say that: "I doubt very much that the
construction of such tramways as you refer to will
relieve the congestion at the busy hours of the morning
and evening when the periodical ticket-holders are
travelling to and from their work, for I think that for
distances up to 3 miles, and, perhaps less, in some
cases, we will still continue to hold the periodical
ticket traveller. The strain on our present lines is during
these hours, and it is during those hours that we most
require relief."

These remarks are quoted at length in view of the
continuing controversy involving apprehended
competition between railways and tramways within the
inner suburbs. His successor took a relaxed and
reasonable view about competition between the two
forms of transport. Tait's successor took the generous
view that competition would be of mutual advantage.

On 12 April 1911, the Mayor of Richmond testified
to the Commission about a proposal to construct a
tramway along Swan Street. The Mayor indicated that
there had been concern about competing so directly
with the railway between Richmond and Flinders
Street. It should be noted that at that time Richmond
station was located on the Hawthorn side of Punt
Road. The Mayor stated that the Swan Street proposal
has been discussed "... but it was thought it would be
inadvisable to endeavour to have a line along Swan
Street, because of its running parallel to the present
railway line".

The Commission's report is dated 12 September 1911.

The Inquiry conducted by the Parliamentary
Standing Committee on Railways

A deputation urging the construction of a tramway
from Melbourne to Burwood waited upon the Premier
on 4 September 1912. On 3 October 1912, the Premier
informed the Legislative Assembly that he had
requested the Parliamentary Standing Committee on
Railways (hereafter 'the Committee') to inquire into the
question of constructing several tramways in the
suburbs of Melbourne. In its report dated 6 December
1912, the Committee referred to a proposal to
construct a double track standard gauge electric
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Nomenclature

It was expected that the extension of Exhibition Street would have either retained that name or had bestowed on it a
distinctive new name. However, on 6 June 1999 the Premier of Victoria announced that the new thoroughfare would be
known as Batman Avenue in order to retain its obvious significant historical association with John Batman (1801-1839),
thereby "preserving the name of one of Melbourne's pioneers."

The former terminus was located near the intersection of Batman Avenue with St Kilda Road. The first Schedule to
the Melbourne to Burwood Tramways Act 1914 describes the inner section of the line as: ... thence westerly along Wallen
Road across a bridge over the Yarra Yarra River to Swan Street ... to Punt Road; thence westerly along Yarra Bank Road
to Saint Kilda Road.” By the time the tramway was opened in 1916, Yarra Bank Road had become Batman Avenue.

Municipalities

This article contains many references to individual municipalities. In 1994, the system of local government throughout
Victoria was reconstituted. Consequently the City of Richmond was incorporated in a new City of Yarra while the Cities
of Hawthorn and Camberwell were incorporated in a new City of Boroondara. The City of Melbourne Act 1993 created
a new City of Melbourne, with altered boundaries.

tramway from Princes Bridge along Yarra Bank Road,
Swan Street, Wallen Road and Riversdale Road to
Burke Road, and a single track line beyond traversing
Camberwell and Norwood Roads to Boundary Road.

This view of the terminus shows W2 class 503
departing for Burwood on 13 February 1965. This was
the last day that Burwood trams ran from Batman
Avenue terminus. The two services represented by the
trams in this picture no longer operated along Batman
Avenue at the time of closure in 1999. Dale Budd

Testimony to the Committee supported the route
along Swan Street West and Yarra Bank Road because
it ... would be a convenience to persons visiting the
Botanical Gardens, and also those attending Henley
and other regattas on the Yarra River between Prince's
and Alexandra bridges'. The tramway was also
supported by the owners of the recreation facilities at
Flinders Park and the principals of Scotch College and
Melbourne High School, whose pupils were required
to attend recreation grounds in Yarra Park.

The Committee also recommended that the line should
be constructed by a Trust representing the Melbourne,
Richmond, Hawthorn and Camberwell councils.
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The Premier submitted the report to the Legislative
Assembly on 20 December 1912.

The Melbourne to Hawthorn Railway

It is necessary to outline briefly the history of the
railway from Melbourne to Burnley. It was opened
from Princes Bridge to Punt Road on 8 February 1859
and to Cremorne (on the Brighton line) on 12
December 1859 from when the temporary station at
Punt Road was replaced by a new station on the other
side of Punt Road, identified as 'Swan Street'. The
railway was extended from Swan Street, with an
intermediate station at Church Street, to a platform
(beyond Burnley) known as PicNic on 24 September
1860 and thence on to Hawthorn on 13 April 1861,
These trains were extended from Princes Bridge to
Flinders Street on 18 December 1865. On I January
1867 the stations named Swan Street and Church
Street became 'Richmond' and 'East Richmond'
respectively. Burnley Street station was opened on |
May 1880.

A platform was opened between Princes Bridge and
Punt Road on 2 March 1859 for use by visitors to the
Cricket Ground and Botanic Gardens. It was
apparently closed in 1862. If nothing else, this
demonstrates the fact that, while a railway can afford a
quick journey over the 1.5 miles between Melbourne
and Richmond, street transport has the great advantage
of affording access to the sporting and recreational
facilities between Punt Road and Princes Bridge.

Electric operation commenced between Flinders
Street and Richmond with the inauguration of electric
traction on 29 May 1919. The line beyond Richmond
was electrified to Box Hill on 30 November 1922.
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The sign at Batman Avenue terminus on 11 April 19635,
shortly after the Burwood service had been diverted
into Flinders Street. Dale Budd

In 1958, a large new station building was
constructed on the northern side of Swan Street on the
Melbourne side of Punt Road thus taking the site of
Richmond station back to the site of the temporary
terminus of 1859. The first stage of this major project
was opened on 30 November 1958.

Competition with the Victorian Railways

An element of controversy was introduced into the
Committee's proceedings when the Victorian Railways
objected because the tramway would reduce the
income from the stations at Burnley and Richmond.
The VR considered that 25% of the passengers holding
daily tickets and 5% of those with periodical tickets
would be attracted to the tramway. In the case of the
important station at Swan Street, Richmond, it was
judged that a penny fare from Richmond station to
Princes Bridge would secure 50% of the traffic
between Richmond and Flinders Street.

The Railways contended that '.. the local
requirements in Swan Street did not in themselves
justify a tramway..." which, because the railway would
be able to accommodate the traffic offering until it
could be electrified, when its capacity would be
enhanced, '... is not justified as portion of a sound
transportation scheme, and it would rob the railways of
a considerable sum'.
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Historical Significance of the New Line

The new deviation represents the first example of a new tram line (whether operated by horse, cable or electric
traction) laid in a new street in central Melbourne. This is subject to the qualification that the Spencer Street
Bridge spanning the Yarra was opened for vehicular traffic on 12 February 1930. The MMTB, which had
already paid £33,333 of £50,000 towards compensating the Melbourne Harbour Trust, had tramlines laid on the
new thoroughfare. In its report of 18 March 1930, the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Railways
commented that the MMTB should have obtained prior approval, but recognised the exceptional circumstances
of the case because the new bridge structure had to accommodate the track and that '... a re-opening of the road
surface for track construction purposes would involve materially more cost and less expedition...." However, the
Committee stipulated that construction work should not begin until the financial situation improved.

The new tramway along Spencer Street and Clarendon Street, from Flinders Street to City Road, South
Melbourne, was authorised by an Order in Council made on 5 May 1936 and trams commenced running over
this section on 25 July 1937 when the South Melbourne cable line was converted to electric traction.

In a wider context, the 1999 deviation is the first example that comes to mind of a new tram line in Australia
constructed in a new thoroughfare, within a central business district, since the provision by the Brisbane City
Council of a new line in Barry Parade (from Leichhardt Street to St. Paul's Terrace) which was opened on
4 August 1927.

However, the Committee unanimously recommended
that the tramway through Hawthorn and Camberwell ..
will not affect the suburban railway system to an extent

Car 876 inbound at the intersection of Swan Street and
Batman Avenue on 13 February 1965, the last day that
Burwood trams ran along Batman Avenue. The destination
sign has already been set for the outward trip. ~ Dale Budd
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that will be injurious to the latter'. The Committee
recognised that the tramway would affect the suburban
railways but that such loss of revenue '... will not ... be so
large as to justify withholding authority to construct the
tramway; and, moreover, the electrification of the
suburban railways will lessen the effect of the electric
tramway competition'.







