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Following changes in the Australian Postal
Commission's
regulations, Trolley Wire no
longer qualifies for the cheap bulk postage rate
for registered publications. This will mean
postage on Trolley Wire will increase by more
than 160% for copies posted interstate and
would allow us no margin to cover increases in
printing and production costs. The South Pacific
Electric Railway Co-operative Society is not in
the financial position to subsidise any losses on
the production of the magazine.
A number of options were carefully considered by the members of the SPER
Publications Department. These included ceasing publication in its present form, reducing the
number of pages, deleting the colour covers and
so on. These measures were not acceptable to
SPER's Publications people, and after careful
consideration it was decided to continue
publication for next year.
The subscription rate for next year has been
increased to cover the increase in postage costs.
However, it should be pointed out to all our
readers that the new subscription rates give a
much cheaper per issue price than the 1991
cover price of $6.00.
The continued production of Trolley Wire at
its existing standard relies on the continued
support of our subscribers. We, the production
staff, would like to increase the number of colour
photographs and the number of pages per issue
to provide an even greater spread of news and
historical articles. Please encourage your fellow
museum members, and other readers you may
know of who do not subscribe to the magazine,
to take out a subscription so we can continue to
bring you news of Australia's tramways and
tramway museums.
Postscript: The cost of the additional pages in
this issue are being subsidised by Trolley Wire's
publishing staff.
Happy reading!
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Thomson-Houston/Stephenson electric car No. 1 on the Waverley to Randwick
experimental electric tramway during 1890. The tramcar is mounted on a ThomsonHouston truck manufactured by the "Bemis Car Box Company".
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Top: Baldwin built steam motor 102 and its 70 seat trailer are typical of the suburban
steam working in Sydney in the 1890s. The crew pose with their charge while working the
Shortlived

Woollahra

branch.
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Bottom: Inward bound from Coogee, Sydney Rl class 2012 leaves Peter's Corner,
Randwick, junction until 1954 of the cross country connection to Waverley over which
the 1890 experimental electric tramway trials were carried out.
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