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Reflection
Trolley Wire has now reached its 35th year of
publication. It is perhaps a record that the three
people who were involved with the production of
the first issue in February 1952 are still actively
engaged in the preparation or distribution of the
magazine.
Trolley Wire was established to serve the
tramway preservation movement, to record contemporary tramway news and to present articles
based on tramway and associated industrial
research.
An important milestone was achieved in the
August 1986 issue . . . an achievement perhaps not
recognised by all readers. Except for a single page
dealing with the North Shore Cable Tramway of
the 1880s, the remaining 31 pages contained
reports on current events.
Anyone brave enough to predict in the dark
days of the 1960s that 20 years hence a magazine
could be filled with items of current Australian
tramway development would have been judged a
candidate for a padded cell! In that era Australia
was fast heading down the path to complete
tramway extinction.
Although rapid strides have been made in
Australian tramway redevelopment over the last
five years due to government assistance through
special project grants, the bulk of the work has
been based on private funding and the voluntary
labours of museum society members.
Those involved in the production of Trolley
Wire over the last 35 years are proud to have been
associated with these community groups who have
displayed such vision and have contributed so
much effort to these very valuable heritage
projects.
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Freshly painted Sydney C class 209 stands in the new Loftus Depot on 17 January
1987.
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Top: Sydney K class 1296 has also been repainted. It is seen on the depot line on the
western side of the Loftus site.
ROBERT MERCHANT
Bottom: Immaculately restored Adelaide Fl 264 at Glengowrie Depot on 16
January 1987. The Jubilee 150 logo adorns the centre panel where the car number is
normally displayed.
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THE MANLY TRAMWAYS
N.S.W.-1903-1939
F. 1914 TO 1921
THE PERIOD OF THE PROPOSED EXTENSION TO NEWPORT
By K. McCarthy
The previous parts of this series appeared in Trolley Wire in October 1979, December 1980, August
1981, June 1983 and December 1984. This section deals with the third Many terminal arrangements at the
pier and the proposed extension to Newport. This northward expansion was not undertaken due to the
materials and labour shortages of World War I. When the economy returned to a peacetime tempo in the
1920s motor bus operation north of Narrabeen was a reliable alternative proposition.
Manly Terminal Changes
Between April and August 1914 the Manly
terminal arrangements underwent further alterations. When this project was completed the
northbound trams were able to leave the Manly
area by a direct route. The trams ceased to be a
local service linking the Ocean Beach with the
business area and the pier; the emphasis was now
on moving crowds as quickly as possible from the
ferry jetty to the northern suburbs avoiding holiday
congestion in the Manly business area.
From 27 April 1914 all trams on Manly to The
Spit service were altered to approach Manly Pier
via Belgrave Street instead of looping around the
Ocean Beach by way of Raglan Street, North
Steyne and The Corso. This was the first step in a
project which was planned to cater for the
increased traffic which was expected to develop on
the new Narrabeen extension and the later
expansion northwards to Newport.
A report dated 1 May 1913 outlined alterations
to the Manly end of the system and these changes
were designed to cater for a future 15 minutes
service frequency on the Narrabeen and Newport
routes together with a 10 minutes service to The
Spit.
The projects were:
Double track of 18 cnains in Belgrave Street
between Raglan and Carlton Streets £3105
Loop and terminal sidings at Manly Pier on
recently purchased land
£2766
Approval was given to proceed with these projects on 13 January 1914 and work commenced
after Easter 1914 at the conclusion of the summer
traffic season.
Plans dated 5 February 1913 indicated that
The Corso and North Steyne local line would be
retained for a Brookvale service while the Narrabeen trams would leave the Manly area by the

direct route along Belgrave Street With the
completion of the project The Corso and North
Steyne tracks were closed on 19 August 1914 and
all traffic to The Spit and Narrabeen approached
and departed from Manly Pier via Belgrave
Street.
On27July 1914anew meal room and starters'
office was brought into use at the new terminus.
From 20 August 1914 the new terminus and direct
traffic along Belgrave Street between Raglan and
Carlton Streets were available for traffic.
Under the new terminal arrangements trams
approaching the Pier either reversed on the facing
crossover outside the Pier Hotel in Belgrave Street
or reached the ferry wharf entrance by traversing
the new balloon loop anti-clockwise by way of
Gilbert Street, the new private thoroughfare west
of the Pier Hotel and West Esplanade. A through
track as well as two staging sidings were constructed on the land west of the hotel. The old
steam tram run around loop was retained in West
Esplanade for parking trams during peak holiday
seasons.
On 18 September 1916 a large passenger
waiting room was available for use at Manly
Pier.
Traffic Problems at the New Terminus
In spite of the new elaborate terminus facilities,
by 1915 the wharf entrance at Manly was a scene
of severe congestion and The Spit trams were
forced to stand over and depart from the Cargo
Wharf track blocking East Esplanade to vehicular
traffic.
As early as January 1917 the Minister for
Works was requested by Dr. Arthur MLA to
resume the Pier Hotel site to enable the roadway
to be widened and the tramway terminal again
altered.
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