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W2 564 was fitted with a single arm pantograph
for testing overhead wiring converted for pantograph operation. The car is seen with the pantograph in the raised position at the Metropolitan
Transport Authority's workshops at Preston.
RICHARD JONES
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A coupled set ofO class trams headed by car 1105 at Collaroy bound for Manly,
Circa 1920.
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O type tramcar 977 leads a coupled set bound for Narrabeen at the Ocean Beach
end of The Corso at Manly, between December 1913 and August 1914.
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THE MANLY TRAMWAYS— NSW
1903-1939
E. 1912-1914 THE NORTHERN EXTENSION TO NARRABEEN
By K. McCarthy
The previous parts of this series appeared in this journal in October 1979, December 1980, August 1981
and June 1983. This part deals with the electric tramway extensions in two stages to Narrabeen, depot
expansion, and the abortive attempt to develop a general freight service.
The Narrabeen extension of 1913 was the closest point reached by the tramway to the original goal of
Pittwater.
Further Extensions Towards Pittwater
During May 1905' a review was conducted of
the the possible routes and gradients for tramway
construction beyond North Manly to Newport and
Bayview at Pittwater; a distance of 12 and 13 miles
respectively from Manly Pier.
The subsequent report stated that the Tramway
Construction Committee recommended the
construction of a tramway 3 miles from Brookvale
towards Narrabeen which could be carried out for
under £20,000, exclusive of rolling stock. The
Warringah Shire Council would need to grade the
side of the road away from the metalled surface for
the tramway alignment.
The Committee recommended that the Minister for
Works give the project favourable consideration as
the service could be remunerative if fares of 1 d. per
mile were charged. Further extensions beyond the
Collaroy-Narrabeen area to Bayview and Newport
would require further evidence of traffic potential
before this further work could be recommended.
In April 1911 2 the Minister for Works stipulated
that the extension northwards from Brookvale
would not proceed unless the Warringah Shire
Council improved the tourist amenities at
Narrabeen Lakes and were prepared to develop the
area as a boating resort. These improvements had
to include alterations to the lake entrance to enable
free water flow from the sea and maintain sufficient
levels to cover the mud flats.
First Sod Ceremony
The Advisory Board's recommendation for the
tramway extension had been unanimous3 and on
receiving the necessary guarantees from
Warringah Council, Minister for Works Arthur
Griffith attended the turning of the first sod
ceremony on Saturday, 29 July, 1911. 4
The ceremony was conducted at the side of
Pittwater Road near the southern end of Collaroy

Beach. Councillor A Ralston, President of
Warringah Shire, handed the spade to the Minister
who was assisted by his five year old son Stuart in
turning the first sod of earth. Colonel Ryrie MP, Dr
Nash MLC, Dr Arthur MLA, Mrs Arthur, G
Briner MLA and J McFarlane MLA all witnessed
the ceremony.
Arthur Griffith commented that the tramway
would be extended to Church Point on Pittwater in
the near future and if his government was returned
to power in the approaching elections, the land at
the Long Reef headland would be resumed from the
Salvation Army, the then owners, for the use of the
people. He added that his government had recently
resumed the Collaroy beachfront for public use and
access.
Afternoon tea was served after the ceremony
and Arthur Griffith received a presentation of the
golden shovel and the ladies were given bouquets.
The Minister remarked that he expected the
extension northwards from Brookvale to pay its
way, as the Manly to The Spit tramway was then
paying twelve times the official estimates while the
district was generally experiencing a boom type
expansion.
Griffith's remark concerning the twelvefold
increase to the estimated revenue,on the Manly to
The Spit electric tramway (opened in January
1911) caused some consternation in the Tramway
Department. An archive minute5 recorded that the
revenue at that stage was only 3M times the
estimate which had been made in 1907.
Colonel Ryrie, the Federal Minister of Parliament said that the proposal to locate the Royal
Naval College at Mona Vale had been abandoned
but a chance existed that some naval development
would be undertaken at the Barrenjoey headland at
the entrance to Broken Bay near Palm Beach.
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