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MELBOURNE
The only news to hand from Melbourne is
that W2 442 entered service as a restaurant car
on Melbourne Cup day, Tuesday 2 November
1982.

SYDNEY
The double deck cars to be used as loco
hauled stock on the Illawarra line pending electrification will be first and second series ComEng driving t r a i l e r s ; cars to be converted are
4011 to 4014 and 4021 to 4026.
1982 has continued to be the year of the
electric train tour with a hastily arranged trip
with eight blue and white single deck suburban
cars run by the RTM on Sunday 26 September.
This was followed on Saturday 13 November by
a long planned b a s i c a l y suburban area tour in
a four car single deck interurban by SPER.
Details of this s u c c e s s f u l and interesting trip
will be given in a future issue of TW.
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FRONT COVER: One of the ex Moont horse cars, 5 or 6, leaves the Granite Island end of the causeway at Victor Harbour in the 1930s.
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WHEN "HORSE POWER" MEANT
'THE HORSE"
Part 2
By K. McCarthy
This is the second part of a set of articles to mark
some Australian horse tramway anniversaries.
Part 1, dealt with the history of the Pitt St. horse ,
tramway in Sydney, which opened 120 years ago,
in December 1861, and closed at the end of 1866.
This second part treats several South Australian
horse tramway undertakings:* The Moonta and Gawler tramways which
closed just over 50 years ago in 1931.
* The Victor Harbour tramway which ceased
operation just over 25 years ago.
* The Port Broughton line which closed to
freight traffic 40 years ago in 1942.
Some additional information has been obtained
on the Moonta undertaking since its history appeared in the October 1980 issue of this magazine, while
other new data and photographs have come to hand
on the other South Australian horse worked lines.
This new material is presented here, not as definitive articles, but in an attempt to pass on to readers
new aspects on the subject.
Port Broughton Tramway S.A.1
The Port Broughton to Mundoora tramway, also
known as the Barunga Range railway, was one of
several short rural lines constructed in South
Australia between ajetty and the hinterland. Unlike
similar other undertakings this tramway never
expanded to link up with adjacent railway networks
or progressed from horse to steam traction.
This horse worked tramway extended over 10
miles and 1 chain and was constructed for the South
Australian Railways at a cost of £62,200. The line
was available for traffic from 11 March 1876
catering for both passenger and freight, wheat being
the main commodity handled.
By 1882 a total of 2 four wheel passenger cars
and 40 flat goods trucks were attached to the
tramway while by 1894 this stock had increased to
3 passenger cars, with the addition of an "American" style saloon tramcar, 46 flat trucks and 6
similar vehiclesfittedwith screw down brakes. The
two early single deck passenger cars were a cross
between horse coach and railway architecture. A
total of 16 people could be seated on four benches,
two of which were situated in the small centre
saloon while the balance were accommodated on

the open end platforms. The "American" car
carried the number 4 and was of typical single deck
saloon tramway design. Twelve passengers could
be seated on two inside longitudinal benches while
four additional hinged down seats were attached to
the bulkheads on the end platforms, mainly for the
use of the driver.
The 3'6" gauge track was laid in 40 lb rail on an
unballasted road bed. This construction was rated
to carry an .axle loading of 8 tons. The route
commenced on the jetty in the Mundoora Arm of
Spencers Gulf then proceeded along the main street
of the Port Broughton settlement. For the first two
miles east of the township the tramway traversed
closely subdivided farm allotments. The remaining
eight miles of route proceeded through much larger
wheat farming allotments, then valued to £4 per
acre, to terminate near the main road intersection at
the small settlement of Mundoora near the reservoir
of the Beetaloo reticulation system.
For the financial year ending 30 June 1909 the
Port Broughton tramway operated at a loss of £500.
This loss could have been reduced by the use of a
light steam locomotive on the tramway but the
expenditure required to improve the track for loco
working could not be recouped even by this improvement in economical operation.
During late 1909 a Select Committee from the
South Australian House of Assembly investigated
the possibility of upgrading the tramway and connecting it by a 32 miles extension with the main
northern line at Brinkworth, 104 miles 16 chains
from Adelaide.
The new railway would proceed northwards for 8
miles from Mundoora to cross the Barunga Range
at Clement's Gap reaching an altitude of 490ft.
Once through the Gap the railway would traverse a
southeasterly course passing through Broughton
(Red Hill) at 16 miles and Koolunga at 23 miles
before joining the S.A.R. main line at Brinkworth.
If laid with second hand 40 lb rail without ballast
the link railway was expected to cost £109,200
while £ 13,400 would be required to improve the 10
miles of tramway for steam traction.
The capital cost of the tramway had included
£7,458 for the jetty at Port Broughton. The channel
to the jetty was tortuous and shallow and bagged
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