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TRAMWAY OPERATION IN THE ILLAWARRA
DISTRICT OF NEW SOUTH WALES
Wollongong and the adjacent municipalities
form the largest urban area in Australia never to
receive a street tramway system. In spite of
t h i s , several tramway proposals were considered
and at least twelve former Sydney and Newc a s t l e steam tram motors and three rebuilt former
Sydney electric trams operated on industrial
trackage in the region.
Ken McCarthy and others have delved into
the complexities of the railway networks in the
IHawarra and from this Ken has compiled the
first comprehensive account of the tramway prop o s a l s and vehicle operation. The first part of
this account will appear in Trolley Wire for
October 1981.
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FRONT COVER: Brunswick depot presently operates thirtyseven
Zl cars on Elizabeth
Street
services.
Zl 35 is seen leaving the City for Coburg. - P e t e r Hallen
BACK COVER: 42u in its early days as a railway overhead line car. Still owned by the
tramways it is operated by a tram driver and hears the number 42ss (special service) in this
view of Museum station looking north towards St. James. 9 November 1926. Note the air
hose on the front; this was used for charging the air resevoir from the sinalling supply. In
latter years the car was hand braked only. -S.R.A.
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THE MANLY TRAMWAYS - N.S.W.
1903-1939
C 1910-1911 THE INTRODUCTION OF ELECTRIC TRACTION
By K. McCarthy
Previous accounts of the history of the Manly
tramway system, published in the October 1979
and December 1980 editions of this magazine,
covered the period 1903-1910. During that time
steam trams worked the short Manly to North
Manly route between 14 February and 19 July
1903; horse operation followed until 30 September
1907; improved patronage enabled the reintroduction of steam traction from 1 October 1907.
On 16 April 1910 an extension of the steam
tramway from North Manly to Brookvale initiated
a period of major tramway construction in the
Manly Warringah area, which, in the following four
years resulted in the introduction of electric traction
and the expansion of the short, single track line
serving Manly Pier into a major network connecting
with the large North Sydney system.
Although the main expansion of the Manly
tramway was planned to be northwards to Pittwater,
pressure groups agitated at the same time for a

steeply graded branch line between Manly and The
Spit to eventually link with the North Sydney
tramways.
Manly to The Spit Tramway Proposals
What seems to be the first proposal for a tramway
between North Sydney and Manly emerged in the
"Sydney Morning Herald" for 21 September 1893
in the report of the opening of the Military Road
electric tramway on the previous day. This event
was recorded in the first part of this brief history*>)
where speeches conducted at the Spit Road terminus
suggested that this'extension to the North Sydney
system should be seen as the first stage of a through
tramway to Manly.
On 3 April 1897 the Sydney press<2> reported
that on Wednesday 31 March Mr. Young, the
Minister for Works, had been driven overland to
Manly by Mr. D. Thomson ( M L A for Warringah)
along the route of the proposed tramway between

ABOVE: J23 and J25 with steam motor hauling trailers A3-6 class
in the Corso at Manly Wharf. 1911. -N.S.W. Government Printer
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