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FRONT COVER: GEELONG -Car 8 at the Chilwell terminus, Pakington/Fyans
Street corner.
14 January 1954- -K.McCarthy
BACK COVER T O P : Latest of those great survivors, Adelaide's
three door Leyland
Worldmasters,
to emerge in a new guise is 946, which ran a free 'Coastal Clipper'
service
along Adelaide's
seaside suburbs from December 1980 to February 1981 on
Saturdays, Sundays and Public Holidays. The bus was extensively
refurbished,
all three doors returned to working order and surfboard racks were fitted. As
the cost of the service was paid by sponsors, it was run as part of the charter
fleet and renumbered 111. - S 1 A.
BACK COVER LOWER: Three generations of Melbourne tramcar are in this view outside
Flinders
Street station during the Melbourne Pageant, Transport Cavalcade on
Australia Day 1981. To the Left, in Swanston Street, is a W5, depicting
the typical middle generation tram; to the right is a modern Z car; whilst in
the centre foreground is an ex HTT, M&MTB and SECV four wheel car of
1916 vintage. Car 27 has operated in Ballarat since 1930, at first for the
SECV and latterly with the BTMS. It briefly returned to Melbourne for the
pageant. -William F.Scott
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TWENTY FIVE YEARS AGO . . .
THE CLOSURE OF THE GEELONG TRAMWAYS
By K. McCarthy
March 1981 marked the quarter century anniversary of the closure of the Geelong tramways. A
history of the system appeared in this magazine in
the April 1976 issue, while contemporary news
reports were presented between 1952 and 1956.
This brief article endeavours to avoid much of the
previously published material and to briefly touch
on some other aspects of this once busy tramway
network.
On viewing the Victorian tramway scene in the
early 1950's one would not have expected the busy
Geelong tramways to be abandoned during that
decade and for the other two provincial systems in
Ballarat and Bendigo to remain in operation as
common carriers until the 1970's and beyond, in
truncated form, as tourist ventures. But the Geelong
tramways, as well as the two Victorian Railway
tramlines at St. Kilda and Sandringham, fell victim
to bus conversions during that decade.
Pengeltey
5 January

The first two Geelong routes, from the city
terminals at the Wharf and the Railway Station to
Newtown and West Geelong were ceremoniously
opened on 14 March 1912, Geelong being the last
Australian city to inaugurate tramway operation.
Later independent installations were constructed in
Melbourne and the large steam tramway system at
Newcastle N.S.W. was not electrified progressively
until December 1923, but to Geelong falls the
honour of being the last tramway city in Australia.
The Melbourne Electric Supply Company Ltd.,
which supplied Geelong with electricity from the
turn of the century, established the tramway
system. Unlike the Electric Supply Company of
Victoria Ltd. which had earlier electrified the horse
tramways of Ballarat and the steam lines in Bendigo,
the Geelong company served a steadily growing
city both in economic prosperity and population.
The MESCoy. was therefore able to steadily

car 21 and Duncan and Fraser car 7 at Beach terminus,
1951- -K.McCarthy

Geelong.
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