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FRONT COVER: Circular Quay in the mid 1920s, in the golden era of the Sydney electric
tramway
system. This photo is one of a series taken before work commenced on extending the shoreline and
moving the tramlines in expectation of the imminent construction of the overhead railway, which
ultimately proved to be 30 years in the future. The eastern tunnel mouth can be seen in the left
background. Twenty trams, of seven different classes can be seen on the three groups of lines
which served the Quay. On the George Street lines, on the left, are 2 St. Louis G, 4 L, 1 N and 1
0 class; on the Elizabeth Street lines, in the centre and right background, are 2 K, 3 0 and 1 P
class, and on the Pitt Street lines, in the right foreground, are 4 E, 1 P and 1 P class. All 16 Gs
were withdrawn in May 1927; P 1517, in the foreground bound for Crown Street, was built at Randwick in 1924. It was rebuilt to a PR1 in 1949 and written off in 1958. -N.S.W. State Archives
BACK COVER T O P : 0 1111 stands on once familiar rails on the remanent of the outer track of the
balloon loop at Manly Wharf as half cab single and double deck buses load passengers for a trip
to Brookvale Bus Depot. Saturday 17 January 1981.
BACK COVER BOITOM: A three car silver train loads passengers for Dandenong at platform 2 on
the upper level of Melbourne's new Museum underground station, late in the evening of Monday 26
January 1981. The rear motor car (nearest camera) has the pantograph at the non driving end.
- Peter Hallen
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TWENTY YEARS ONWARDS
by K. McCarthy
At 4.26 pm on Saturday 25 February 1961,
Randwick Workshop gates closed behind Rl
tramcar 1995, the last tram to leave Sydney streets.
This closed an era in Sydney street transport which
had witnessed the abortive horse tramway along
Pitt Street from 1861 to 1866 followed by the
successful tramway period between 1879 and 1961
employing steam, horse, cable and electric traction.
The sad decline and destruction of Sydney's
valuable tramway assets at the hands of the
politicians has been briefly outlined in the August
and October 1977, as well as the February 1978
editions of this magazine so this area of recent
history need not be traversed again so soon.
During the 1940's and 1950*s the politicans and
the contemporary press dished out a new diet of
what U.S.A. cities in particular were doing in
ridding their cities of tramways. But what of the
light railway and tramway renaissance now being
experienced in U.S.A. and Canadian cities? This
movement has resulted in new tramways and light
railways being reintroduced in locations which
scrapped their tramways in the 1940's and 1950's

while those cities which retained tramway networks
are now receiving new rollingstock and, in some
instances, are carrying out route extensions. Local
politicans and the press have displayed a remarkable silence on these trends.
"The Sydney Morning Herald" on 1 November
1980 did embark on a treatment of the San
Francisco BART system in its pages, but it contained the same old cliches and catechism like
phrases which the press developed on transportation
topics in the 1940's. The main point avoided was
the fact that only now are the surface electric
tramways in San Francisco being diverted into
tunnels under Market Street, and only when this
transfer is completed can the high BART construction costs be judged as a failure or an excellent
regional initiative.
The latest report which gives cause for concern is
the Lonie investigation on Melbourne's transport.
This is the fruits of the labour of that former B.H. P.
executive chairing the Victorian Transport Study
Group. One would imagine that the well maintained
tramway and electric railway systems in Melbourne,

Rl cars 2035 and 1995 on the up track at Maroubra Junction heading for Randwick
Workshops on the last trip from La Perouse, 4pm Saturday 25 February 1961.
- K.McCarthy
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