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COUNCIL of TRAMWAY MUSEUMS
of AUSTRALASIA
The fifth COTMA Conference was held in
Brisbane from Friday 13 June to Tuesday 17
June 1980, hosted by the Brisbane Tramway
Museum Society, to coincide with the inaugration of public electric tramway operation at their
Museum at Ferny Grove.
A report of the Conference will appear in
the August issue of this magazine.
Although tramway s e r v i c e s have been offically inaugurated at Ferny Grove, the Museum
will not be officially opened until Sunday 10
August 1980. This date coincides with the ninetyfifth anniversary of the commencement of
horse tram operation in Brisbane.
The opening will be performed by His
Excellancy, The Governor of Queensland, Sir
James Ramsey.
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FRONT COVER: LP321 passes the beachfront as it rounds the balloon
on leaving the Newcastle City terminus at Parnell Place bound for Glebe
on the last day oj operation of that line. 25-2.50./ B.J .Parle
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THIRTY YEARS ONWARDS . . .
CLOSURE OF THE NEWCASTLE TRAMWAYS
BY K. MCCARTHY

LP 195 in Robert Street Plattsburg
at Low Street, 5-11.49. The roof of a
vintage White bus appears above the fence at the right while the gas
holder in the local gas works can be seen at the left. - B . J . P a r l e

June 10th 1980 marked the thirtieth anniversary
of the closure of the Newcastle tramway system.
The story of the destruction and closure of this
transport asset has been related before in these
pages and does not need repeating again. What
must be repeated is that street operation along the
two major routes to Wallsend and Mayfield mainly
traversed wide thoroughfares, comparable in
dimension to streets which continue to successfully
carry tramway traffic in Melbourne, while over two
thirds of the long Wallsend line traversed track laid
in centre of the road reservations or on private right
of way completely isolated from road traffic.
Over the last few years the "bring back the tram"
lobby has gained some strength in the northern New
South Wales city. "The Newcastle Sun" of 9
November 1977 featured a brief articled headed
"Bring Back the Trams, says Lord Mayor". Mayor
Alderman Joy Cummings expressed her opinion
that trams should be re-introduced, but like most
newspapers of today, "The Newcastle Sun" was

unable to express a learned opinion one way or the
other so balanced the Lord Mayor's views with an
outburst by Mr. Tony Samway, the President of the
Newcastle Chamber of Commerce, who said
"Trams were an absolute nightmare in Newcastle".
When the New South Wales State Cabinet
expressed the view through the Minister for
Energy, Mr Pat Hills, last October that trolley
buses could be operating in Newcastle, Sydney and
Wollongong by 1984, the same newspaper, on 8
Oct. 1979, displayed a photo of the trolley bus
overhead at the corner of College Street and
William Street in Sydney showing the "Visual
pollution caused by overhead trolley bus and tram
wires". The ancient vintage of this photo can be
easily judged as the wires of the Woolloomooloo
tramway, closed over 45 years ago, can be clearly
seen. The ignorance of that newspaper in modern
electric transport technology was amply illustrated
by the fact that the only photo of a trolley bus they
could find to accompany the article was one of
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