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On 16 September 1879 horse trams commenced operation along Elizabeth Street Sydney
from the Railway to Hunter Street. Intended
only as a stopgap measure until the introduction of steam which occurred on 29 September
1879 the horse trams nevertheless marked the
beginning of continuous Government operation
of street passenger transport in Sydney which
recently celebrated its centenary. It did? You
didnot notice? That is not surprising.
The first Government venture into street
transport in Sydney was with the Pitt Street
horse tramway of 1861 — 1866. In this instance
the operation was contracted out. At this time
and even in 1879 Government involvement in
in this field, and indeed even with r a i l w a y s ,
was r a r e . So the centenary was an event worth
celebrating. Of course the trams, horse, steam,
cable and electric have gone and in there place
we have b u s e s .
Various authorities were initially approached some years ago with a view to organising
appropriate celebrations but one by one they
withdrew until only the PTC was left. Even
here interest was extremely limited and when
help in staging an exhibition was offered it
was stated that public money could not be
wasted on such a purpose, a strange statement
from an organisation that commemorates real or
immaginary events of significance involving
steam trains without any apparent restraint. In
the end a photographic display was mounted in
the old interstate booking office at Sydney
Station and it was left to the two tramway
museums to stage their own limited c e l e b r a t i o n s .
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FRONT COVER:
Driver, conductor and inspector pose with motor 27A and trailer 15B at North Manly terminus
after steam working was re-introduced at Manly on 1 October 1907. Both vehicles
were
built by Henry Vale in 1891 and 1892 respectively.
The motor had by this date been
converted to one man operation.
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The Manly Tramways - N.S.W. 1903-1939
A. 1903-1907 The Steam and Horse Tramway Era.
By K. McCarthy.
Forty years ago, on the evening of 30 September
1939, the large, isolated electric tramway system,
serving the Manly-Warringah district on the northern outskirts of Sydney was converted to omnibus
operation. Although the various isolated suburban
and provincial steam operated tramways of the
N.S.W. Government Tramways had closed by this
date, the Manly conversion was the first electric
tramway system in the state to be changed to bus
operation.
Since the present writer assembled an article on
the history of the Manly Tramways in 1961, much
additional material has been discovered on the
topic. This fortieth anniversary, therefore, is a
fitting time to present this new data on an unusual
section of the once vast NSWGT system.
The Manly District.
The Manly district developed as a popular picnic
and watering area for the residents of Sydney very

early in the era of European settlement in New
South Wales. As early as 1848 a regular steam
ferry service plied between Circular Quay and
Woolloomooloo to Manly while in the late 1870's
passenger and cargo steamers served this rapidly
growing region.
Prior to the opening of the Sydney Harbour
Bridge in March 1932, the most convenient method
of travel from Sydney to Manly was by the seven
mile ferry trip. Ellery's hand operated vehicular
punt commenced working across The Spit at
Middle Harbour in 1860 while the government took
over its operation in 1888, substituting a steam
operated ferry during the following year.
The first steam vehicular ferry linked Sydney
with North Sydney in 1866, so from that year a 9Vi
miles overland route, over poorly constructed and
steeply graded roads was available between Sydney
and Manly. Before 1932, however, there were few

Steam motor 41 turning from The Esplanade into The Corso at Manly Pier.
Although claimed to he on the opening day of the tramway, 14 February
1903, the absence of weekend crowds suggest that it may be an earlier
trial. -Sydney Mail

