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SOUTH AUSTRALIAN STATE TRANSPORT AUTHORITY
HERITAGE POLICY
At the conclusion of the successful
Street Passenger Transport Centenary
Celebrations
held in Adelaide in June 1978, the Australian Electric Transport Museum suggested that the
Authority might give consideration
to setting up a Transport Historical Review Committee to
examine changes taking place following the creation of the Authority from the Municipal
Tramways Trust and the suburban operations of the South Australian
Railways. A Heritage
Policy drawn up on behalf of the Committee was subsequently
submitted to the Authority
and has been formally adopted. The policy includes the creation of a Transport
Heritage
Review Committee which is responsible for the implementation
of the policy. So far as is
known, this represents the first formal adoption of such a policy by any Australasian
transport organisation and represents
a significant
step forward in the transport
conservation
field. The policy statement is set out below:
1.
The State Transport Authority, established
under the State Transport Authority Act, 1974,
has as its principal functions the management
and operation of tramway and motor omnibus
services within South Australia and under certain conditions the operation of motor omnibuses
beyond South Australia and the management and
operation of railway s e r v i c e s within metropolitan Adelaide. In assuming these roles, the
Authority is mindful of having taken over the
responsibilities of (a) the Municipal Tramways
Trust which was itself established under the
Municipal Tramways Trust Act, 1906, to assume
control of the Adelaide horse tramway system
which had been built under the Adelaide and
Suburban Tramway Act, 1876 and subsequent
Acts; and(b) the metropolitan operations of the
South Australian Railways whose operations
derive from a series of Acts commencing with
the City and Port Adelaide Railway Act, 1851.
The Authority became at its formation the successor to bodies having a transport heritage
stretching back over 120 y e a r s . In consequence,
the Authority recognises a responsibility to
help preserve historical documents, records,
artifacts and vehicles representative of its
operations and those of its p r e d e c e s s o r s .
2.
In s o doing, the Authority is mindful of
its principal functions and acknowledges that
under current circumstances, it cannot assume

sole physical and financial responsibility for
the preservation and where appropriate, operation of historical transport relics from within its
own r e s o u r c e s . Rather, its role is seen as catalytic in initiating procedures that will ensure
the achievement of responsible transport heritage preservation within South Australia. Where
p o s s i b l e , it should contribute significantly
towards that achievement.
3.
The Authority recognises the prior e s t a b lishment of the Australian Electric Transport
Museum (SA) Inc. whose objectives include the
preservation and operation of artifacts and
equipment from the former Municipal Tramways
Trust; the Mile End Railway Museum Inc.,
whose objectives include the preservation of
artifacts and equipment from the former South
Australian Railways; and the Australian Railway Historical Society (South Australian Division) Inc., whose objectives include the
operation of rolling stock from the former South
Australian Railways.
4.
The Authority recognises the desirability
of adopting a South Australian Transport
Heritage Policy which promotes co-operation
and co-ordination of effort among recognised
historical b o d i e s , both government and non government sponsored. The Authority encourages
these bodies to achieve maximum standards of
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DELIVERING THE POWER TO THE MOTORS
A BRIEF ACCOUNT OF POWER COLLECTION ON AUSTRALIAN TRAMWAYS
By K. McCarthy
This year marks the centenary of the Berlin
Industrial Exhibition where the firm of Siemens and
Halske operated a successful electric railway. The
centenary of this event, together with the recent
pantograph trials in Melbourne along the outer end
of the West Preston line, perhaps makes this an
opportune time to present a brief treatment of
methods of tramway power transmission and
collection which have been employed in Australia.
The mystery of delivering the power to the
motors of the new electric tramway systems at the
turn of the century is perhaps best summed up in the
Punch cartoon of that era. The old lady alighting
from one of the new London double deck cars is
asking the conductor: "Is it dangerous if I put my
foot on the rails". To this question the conductor is
replying: "No Mum. Not unless you was to put the
other one on the overhead wire". . . .
The "Ballarat Courier" recorded on 21 August
1905 that when a native of nearby Bungaree saw the
new Ballarat electric trams for thefirsttime he was
heard to remark, "I have seen trams pulled by wires

(cables) and horses, but this is the first time I have
seen one pulled by a fishing line"
Between the 1830's and the 1860's such inventors as Davenport, Farmer and Page in U.S.A.
conducted successful trials with experimental light
railway cars powered by electric motors.(l) In
Great Britain, Robert Davidson of Aberdeen constructed a battery powered rail vehicle in 1837
which is reputed to have hauled a six ton coach on
the Edinburgh and Glasgow Railway. The successful combination of reliable traction motors and
dynamo produced current had to await the above
mentioned Berlin Industrial Exhibition held at
Moabit between 31 May and 30 September 1879.
The firm of Siemens and Halske operated their
small locomotive and cars on a 300 metre long,
600mm gauge electric line, collecting current at 140
volts from a third rail, for the amusement of
visitors.(2)
During 1881 this German firm opened a public
electric tramway at Lichterfelde near Berlin. The
two tramcars received their 180 volt current from

FRONT COVER: The Official Train for the
Eastern Suburbs Railway opening returns
across the Rushcutlers
Bay viaduct.
23.6-79.

ABOVE: One tram, one track, one wire; the
three basic elements of an electric tramway are
portrayed in this photo of Brisbane drop centre
293 in O'Keefe
Street.
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