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FRONT COVER: King William Street
Adelaide
when the question 'Why Electric Trams?' was
self answering — Compare C class 187 with the
bus to the right. A class 18 in background.
2

AT

GOSFORD

A train trip to Wyee in December produced
a stark contrast in the quality of service provided by one operator — the P T C .
The train from Sydney, joined at Strathfield,
was a second s e r i e s four car double deck interurban. Air conditioned, comfortable and quiet,
its progress was as rapid as the sinuous main
north would allow. An off peak service stopping
all stations from Cowan it carried a reasonable
load with the majority of p a s s e n g e r s leaving at
Woy Woy. Approaching Gosford a pleasant, pre
c i s e announcement over the public address
system advised that the train would arrive there
in a few minutes and would terminate and that
the connecting train to Newcastle would be
waiting a c r o s s the platform.
Waiting i t w a s ! Headed by a 44 c l a s s d i e s e l
it comprised a van and two R type c a r s ; small,
miserable, rough riding, side corridor compartment stock with only one door per s i d e . This
train was already crowded with local passengers
and time was lost as the new arrivals squeezed
themselves and their luggage (it was school
holidays) aboard. With a capacity standing load
it departed over ten minutes l a t e . Despite stopping at all stations (Most are conditional) to
Wyong, the power to weight ratio of the train
was put to good use by the driver and time was
gradually regained. The scramble was repeated
at Wyong as most p a s s e n g e r s fought their way
off. The long distance p a s s e n g e r s thereafter
had reasonable room to t h e m s e l v e s . An all stations to Morisset leaves Gosford twentythree
minutes later, without any further connection
from Sydney. This is too late to offer any relief
to the first service and when it passed through
Wyee it was empty.
Electrification reached Gosford in I960 but
no effort has been made to extend it to Wyong
as population has spread northward. It is to be
hoped that any proposal to use AC on the forthcoming electrification to Newcastle and beyond
recognises the problems that will be involved
if DC stock is restricted from working through
to at least N e w c a s t l e . The n e c e s s i t y to have
dual current stock or locomotives available
at the right time could result in the change at
Gosford being perpetuated when things go wrong
which past experience indicates always happen
at the worst p o s s i b l e time.
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WHY ELECTRIC TRAMS?
By CJ.M. Steele

Adelaide was served by horse tramways for some thirty years, commencing in June 1878. Most were
replaced by electric trams although some were abandoned without replacement.
Car 50 of the
Adelaide and Suburban Tramway Company Limited is seen here outside the depot of the Magill
line in Pen/old Road about the turn of the century.

This article was presented as a paper to a public
seminar, 'Tramways in Adelaide. Their History
and Future'at the University of Adelaide on 9 June
1978 in conjunction with the Adelaide Tramway
Centenary.
It is interesting to reflect that when Adelaide was
founded in 1836, a vast number of older cities
elsewhere in the world were equally primitive and
their rates of growth had been historically slow.
As a matter of interest London, which was a
centre of trade before the Roman invasion of 55
B.C., only reached a population of 1,000,000 at the
time of 'Waterloo' in 1815 (and was, in fact, the first
city to do so), but had expanded to over 8,000,000
within the next 150 years. The pattern was similar
in other long established European cities and
indeed in a few Asian ones too. By contrast,

Adelaide's growth has been more consistent, rising
through 162,000 people at the turn of the century to
about 900,000 today.
What interpretation then can be traced to this
rapid growth of both old and new cities in the last
two centuries? Clearly what we now know as the
industrial revolution and the manifestations which
sprang from it. Up to this period the majority of
people lived in hamlets and villages with little
communications between them. Only a minority of
large market centres existed, usually on the coast
though occasionally on a continental trade route.
The villagers produced food and clothing, building
materials and implements principally for their own
use, surpluses being considered wasteful as well as
being difficult to dispose of to others. Ultimately a
craft system developed, those with unique skills
producing specific goods or wares, such as furniture
^

