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THE NATIONAL TRUST OF AUSTRALIA (New South Wales)

The National Trust of Australia (New South Wales) is organising a two day
seminar on
Industrial and Historic Archaeological
Sites
— Their Significance,
Identification,
Recording and
Assessment
to be held in Goulburn N.S.W. approximately 208 km from Sydney on
Saturday and Sunday February 24 and 25 1979.
This seminar on Archaeology is for interested members of the public as
well a s those privately or professionally involved in the heritage field.
For further information please contact Mrs. Brook
National Trust of Australia (New South Wales)
Observatory Hill
Sydney 2000
Telephone 02 27 5374
Applications close on 31 January 1979.
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THE INTRODUCTION OF THE 0 CLASS
TRAMCARS- 1908
By K. McCarthy.
Seventy years ago the first 80 seat tramcar,
number 806, entered service on the Sydney system
of the New South Wales Government Tramways.
This brought to a zenith the cross bench tramcar
design in this country. This tram became the first of
an eventual fleet of 626 identical vehicles which
were to ply along Sydney streets for the next fifty
years.
Concurrent with the conversion of the steam and
cable tramways in the central Sydney area to
electric traction between 1900 and 1905, fares were
lowered to Id. per section, a distance extending up
to 2 miles. These two factors resulted in a phenominal rise in patronage. In the 1898-99 financial year
the N.S. W.G.T. carried 61,568,035 passengers on
the City and Suburban network, but this had grown
to 139,669,459 for the 1904-5 year and
189,613,797 by 1909-10. By this stage every
person in Sydney was making 280 tram trips each
year and this peaked to 362 journeys by the eve of
World War I.

Possible Solutions to Increase Capacity.
By 1907, passenger seating per tramcar had
grown from 22, the capacity of the smallest four
wheel saloon trams introduced in the 1896-1900
period, to 70, the seating of the cross bench " N "
type cars. This seemed to be the maximum capacity
attainable without altering track spacings and easing sharp curves.
During 1907 two schools of thought existed for
improving the capacity of Sydney tramways:1. The construction of a fleet of double decker
trams to a dimension able to use the existing track
clearances.
2. The construction of larger trams with the
necessary track reconstruction to accommodate
such vehicles.
The first solution was attempted when four wheel
saloon cars 33 and 82 were converted to double
decker design and these operated on the George St.
lines from March 25th 1907 until January 17th
1908 as motorised "trailers " coupled to single deck

FRONT COVER: Sydney O class tramcar 963
stands in the depot yard at Ultimo not long after
entering service in 1910. In only minor detail
does it differ from the classic O car so well
known over decades. - PTC Archives

ABOVE: Coupled and single O cars mix with P
and LP classes
but little other traffic in the
vicinity of Glebe and City Road junctions
in
the late 1920's. George Street West has yet to
be widened. - NSW Government Printer
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