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FRONT COVER: SPER ex Sydney D scrubber •
134s on the 1:32 grade down to the tunnel portal
at Erskineville
on the Eastern Suburbs
Railway
afterits Return To Service on 13 September 1978.
It is operating as a diesel electric
unit.
- Bob Merchant
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Museum trams have been on the move in
Australia in 1978.
In January, cars from the TMSV and Bendigo
ran in Melbourne for the Cavalcade of Transport
then in June the Adelaide Tramway Centenary
saw one horse and four electric cars from the
AETM operate on the Glenelg line.
This month's cover story is about another
return to s e r v i c e ; this time in Sydney where
there are not even any tramlines to run on. Such
is the versatility of the tram that this does not
matter. In vastly different circumstances and
surroundings to those in Melbourne and Adelaide
ex Sydney D c l a s s scrubber 134s is slowly
scrubbing its way through the dark tunnels and
glamorous s t a t i o n s and over the viaducts of the
rapidly nearing completion Eastern Suburbs
Railway from Erskineville to Bondi Junction.
After 17 years of retiremnet this veteran of 1899
finds its technology still needed in an era when
man has walked on the moon.
Although museums in other parts of the
world have loaned vehicles back to railway and
tramway authorities so that the cars can be used
in their former r o l e s , as distinct from for s p e c ial o c c a s i o n s , this is the first time such an
operation has occurred in Australia.
Following on from the s u c c e s s in Melbourne
and Adelaide of co-operation between transport
authorities and volunteer groups, it may well
be that at last the volunteer movement is being
recognised as having an active part to play in
the Australian Community.
The late news of the tramway proposals
in Port Kembla squeezed into this column in
the August 1978 issue perhaps did not fully
convey the s e r i o u s n e s s of the scheme nor the
amount of planning that had already taken p l a c e .
It has since been announced that options are
held on three trams and that it is hoped to have
them operating for the 1979 Put Into Port F e s tival. It is intended to paint the cars in the
town colours of black and white.
Details of tramway involvement in this
years festival are given on page 18.

