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TWENTY-FIVE YEARS ON
THE tramway museum movement is an accepted part of the community these days.
But it is not easy for the newer enthusiast to sometimes realise that in Australia it
is more than 25 years since the first positive steps were taken by a small group of
Sydney enthusiasts to obtain for preservation at least one electric tram with the
ultimate aim of operating that tram in the future when such vehicles were no longer
to be seen in Sydney's streets. Now a quarter century has passed since that day
in 1950, 24th July to be exact, when LP car i54 was officially handed over to the
Australian Electric Traction Association by the New South Wales Department of
Road Transport & Tramways. Little did the officials of that department realise
just what dedication to a cause could ultimately bring about.
Maybe It's the Weather—
/ / a job's worth doing, it's worth doing well....
so goes the old saying.
Our Typographical Errors Department really took this to heart in the last issue.
On page 6 in a heading, no less, we had extended the years of minority no less
than 4! Parramatta Park museum was founded 21 years ago. On page 9, we were
just testing, the reference was 'p.21' (of course!). The photo on the bottom of
page 27 should have been credited to Ron Frier, on page 34 part of an unwanted
line of type was not omitted and on page 38 our best yet. The lower photo caption
should have read:M/O 2769, the last Government double decker in service in Newcastle posed
outside the Gordon Avenue depot prior to departure /or Sydney and painted in
the untypical blue and white colour scheme by the Newcastle workshops staff.
On the left is ex M/O 2427, a sometime Newcastle bus, now owned by the
local H.C.V.A. while on the right in cream and red is ex M/O 2092, used for a
time by the Toronto Bus Co. and now used as a caravan.
While every care is taken to ensure these errors do not reach publication
there are times when things get completely out of hand. Perhaps we can console
ourselves with the fact that in spite of the present economic situation which is
sounding the death knell of so many contemporary small circulation magazines,
Trolley Wire continues to appear, almost on time.
FRONT COVER: Sydney steam tram motor 103 A and trailer car 74 B at the Old
Government House terminus of the Parramatta Park Steam Tramway.
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CONCLUDING

a society comes of age

1022 storms the grade to the outer terminus
with car 74 B.
21 YEARS

OF STEAM TRAM PRESERVATION

of the Parramatta

Park Steam Tramway
- S . T . P . S . photo

by Peter Stock,

S.T.P.S.

In 1965 the society accepted donation of another two ' s t a n d a r d ' cars of a
similar design to N o . 7 4 B . T h e s e two c a r s , 102 B and 19 I B had been used as a
dwelling at Jannali since 1934 and had, at the time of their acquisition by the
society, only recently been vacated. No. 102 B had been badly weathered and was
beyond economic repair, but it provided a liberal supply of spare p a r t s . No. 191,
however, was worth saving. Both cars were devoid of footboards and the original
seating. Several doors were either broken or missing and the cars were minus a
couple of bulkhead partitions. Instead 191 B was fitted with a bath, a chip heater,
two b e d s , a t a b l e , a cupboard, several chairs, a stove and various odds and ends
including the kitchen sink. Neither of t h e s e cars were on wheels at Jannali but,
fortunately, the society had spare bogies to fit 191 B.
The arrival of the car at Parramatta Park meant that the labour force was
absorbed into building another siding and extending the area of depot accommodation. This further delayed progress in the restoration of 74 B. Another stay in
proceedings of the latter was occasioned when yet further accommodation had to
be built for the society to take delivery of an 0—6—0 Stephenson locomotive that
had been donated by the Commonwealth Portland Cement Company.
In 1967 work commenced in earnest on 74 B. No. 95 C which had carried the
service since 1964 was proving too small for the constantly increasing volume of
patronage. T h i s was accentuated by the increasing length of the track — the
greater distance that the tram had to travel meant that the intervals between each
round trip became l e s s frequent.
The goal set, and eventually attained, for the complete restoration of 74 B
was Sunday, 2nd July 1967. This day w a s chosen for 74 B ' s grand re-entry to
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