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THE RECENT Conference of Australian Tramway Museums held in Ballarat
represents a milestone in the developemnt of tramway museums in Australia and
New Zealand. It was an event comparable in significance to the saving of the
first cars for preservation and the first operation of cars at Loftus. The s u c c e s s
of the conference reflected great credit on its organiser, Mr. Bill Kingsley, and
our hosts in Ballarat. The concepts presented by the different groups were advanced with clarity and forthrightness. T h i s did much to promote understanding,
an improved appreciation of each other's problems and a spirit of co-operation. It
is to be hoped that the formation of the Council of Tramway Museums of Australa s i a (COTMA) will produce many advantages for the constituent members, both at
Government and transport instrumentality level, as well as providing a medium for
the exchange of i d e a s .
The newly-elected Executive Officer, Mr. Kingsley, brings a wealth of experience
to his position. He has already journeyed to Adelaide to d i s c u s s the future development of the Council. Formal invitations to join will shortly be sent to the
Museum groups represented at Ballarat, together with the Parramatta and Ferrymead groups who were unable to attend.
As I will be shortly visiting New Zealand, I hope to d i s c u s s t h e s e matters first
hand with our potential members in that country. There is much merit in the
Australasian scope of the Council, particularly in terms of a s s i s t a n c e with tramway expertise from Australia and complementary trolleybus expertise from New
Zealand.
Subsequently, I hope to be able to develop some formal communications between
COTMA and individual museums while in North America and Britain.
These
museums have ahd experiences which can be valuable to us in developing our own
projects. Communication leads to understanding, and I believe the formation of
the Council brings a new maturity of purpose to the urban transport field in
Australia and New Zealand.
—John C.
Radclijfe
INTERIM CHAIRMAN, COTMA
FRONT COVER: New Melbourne tram (Z class?)
cote on Wednesday 4th May 1975.
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No. 3 in Plenty Road, North
—Colin Withington

Conference of
Australian Tramway Museums
Over t h e recent Anzac weekend (Friday 25th to Sunday 27th April) the first
Conference of Australian Tramway Museums was organised by a Committee of the
Ballarat Tramway Preservation Society and held in their home city.
The Conference was attended by some 49 d e l e g a t e s from A.E.T.M. (Adelaide), B.T. (Bendigo), B.T.M.S. (Brisbane), S.P.E.R. (Sydney), T.M.S.V. (Melbourne), T.T.M.S. (Hobart), W.A.T.M. (Perth), B . T . P . S . (Ballarat), an observer
from the A.R.H.S. (Victorian Division) and including r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of three New
Zealand groups - D.M.O.T. (Dunedin), M.O.T.A.T. (Auckland) and W.T.M.
(Wellington).
The fundamental aim of the Conference was to bring together the tramway
museums in a spirit of friendship so that we could really get to know each other
both as operations and as people. There was much to be learnt from the expert
speakers and from sharing the aggregated expertise of those present in a s e r i e s
of s p e c i a l i s t workshops or d i s c u s s i o n groups. Out of it all we hoped that the
foundations of a united Australian body could be developed, and so it was to be.
The Conference commenced with a Civic Reception and luncheon at the
Alexandria, g u e s t s including the Mayor of Ballarat (Sir Arthur Nicholson), the
Town Clerk (Mr. Frank Rogers), and the City Engineer (Mr. Bob Sharp) and chaired
by the President of the B . T . P . S . (Mr. Maurice Calnin, J P ) . Other meals during
the Conference included a delectable luncheon at the Western Hotel, a concluding
luncheon at the Gardens Pavilion and a bar-be-que at the B . T . P . S . Bungaree
residence.
The more academic proceedings were held at the S.E.C. Electra Hall, a
building with a very real tramway history, the use of which was provided gratis
by the S.E.C. Social Club to whom we are greatly indebted.
Opening Speaker was Mr. A.P. Wymond, President of the Puffing Billy
Preservation Society, who spoke on 'Financing the Railway/Tramway Operating
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Delegates
gather outside Electra Hall,
Ballarat, scene of the historic first conference of Australian Tramway
Museums.
—Graeme Breydon
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