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The 19th July will see the tenth anniversary of what wis
possibly
the most important event in the whole history of electric tramway preservation. For on that day in 1964, LP class car 154 became the first car
to operate on museum trackage using museum power in Australia.
Eight months were to pass before regular electric tram passenger
services could be introduced, but from that hesitant beginning, when 154
moved slowly along the track has grown an undertaking which carries an
average of some 24,000 passengers a year and operates some 1,400 tram
trips in the year to carry the people, and what is more, does it all for
the pleasure of performing the task, and not with any great sense of commercial gain. To those pessimists
who said 'it couldn't be done',
we
offer these facts as evidence that the enthusiast transport museum can
and will
succeed.

This was to have been the first TROLLEY WIRE in the new format, but
once more our plans have been somewhat foiled.
The Production staff
ask that you bear with us for the time being, since the first steps are
already underway. Although we are r e a l l y 'having a b a l l ' at the moment, we could do with the assistance of a reader who lives handy to
West Ryde and who i s an experienced linotype operator. If you can help
please contact Laurie Gordon or B i l l Denham as soon as possible.

FRONT COVER: A contemporary newspaper photograph of Birney Car 218
(MMTB X class) on its first day in service, 10th June 1924.
—Mai Rowe collection
2

TROLLEY WIRE

JUNE 1974

THE BIRNEY CAR IN AUSTRALIA - FIFTY YEARS
by Malcolm Rowe
10th June 1974 will mark the Fiftieth Anniversary of the
entry of Birney Safety Cars into public service in Australia.
Thus it is an appropriate time to review the history of these
sturdy little cars.

***********
In 1916, many streetcar systems in the USA were in the 20
to 30 years age group. Cars and track were beginning to show
their age, but finances were generally short. As they had done
before, and would do several times more, the managements sought
a miracle to save them from ruin.
Their miracle did
temporary reprieve due
designing engineer of
iation, which operated

not arrive, but many a system achieved a
to a car designed by Mr. Charles 0. Birney
the Stone and Webster Management Assocseveral streetcar companies.

(Most city cars in use in the USA by that stage were bogie
vehicles, heavy, consuming large quantities of electrical power
and most were two men operated.)
The lightweight properties of the new car considerably reduced both power costs and track maintenance.
In reply to a
questionnaire prior to the Atlantic City Convention of 1919,
streetcar companies stated that power consumption was down 51.2%
to 1.5 kWhr/mile. (1)
One man operation was the obvious way to reduce running
costs as, even then, crew wages were a large proportion of the
3

