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ABOUT THIS ISSUE
THIS ISSUE of TROLLEY WIRE marks a further milestone in the
history of the magazine. In this, the 150th issue, we are
pleased to welcome the Tramway Museum Society of Victoria
to official participation in the magazine, thus strengthening the position of TROLLEY WIRE as Australia's transport
museum journal.
There are probably readers who are not familiar
with the TMSV activities in Victoria, but this situation
will be rectified in coming issues of this magazine. The
joining of the TMSV with TROLLEY WIRE is not without a
touch of sadness; the TMSV had for some ten years produced
its own illustrated magazine - 'Running Journal1 - which
had fallen foul of the spiralling publishing costs which
one-by-one are "knocking out" the small circulation enthusiasts' magazines. Running Journal will not disappear
entirely -- the name will be transferred to a regular issue
local newssheet for TMSV members.
* * * * * *
The SPER had planned to introduce a "new look" to the magazine this issue, but 'the best laid plans, etc...'and the
delivery of our new typing machine was delayed longer than
anticipated and no time was left to prepare the typescript
in the new format. However, in keeping with our new image
of a "national" magazine, the new cover layout was introduced to keep this issue uniform with the remainder of the
volume. Other major changes will be introduced as circumstances permit over the next two or three issues.
* * * * * *
FRONT COVER: Trolleybus No.'* posed near Wylde Street terminus. The square panel above the destination sign was to
carry a route number (Route 3) which was removed to avoid
confusion with fleet numbers.
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THE "Q" BUSES
The "Q" Type Bus in NSW.

by Ken McCarthy

It has often been stated that the Q-class tramcars
in New South Wales were the trolley buses which were controlled by the Tramway section of the Transport Department,
issued tramway style tickets and were staffed by tramway
men. The trolley buses were, however, classless; the letters " I " and "Q" were avoided in the NSW classification
scheme as were these letters on the NSW car registration
plates until 1970 when these letters were belatedly introduced into the scheme to enable the range of 3 letters + 3
numbers to be extended.
The notion that the trolley buses were classified
as "Q" vehicles was brought about by the fact that three of
the buses, double deckers Nos.3, 4 and 5 were mounted on
AEC-"Q" type chasses.
The Q-type chasses are believed to have been applied
to a total of 336 single deck motor buses, 23 double deck
motor buses and 5 double deck trolley buses. Of the world
wide total of 364, New South Wales accounted for three trolley buses and three double deck motor buses.
The aim of any public passenger vehicle manufacturer
is to fit as many passengers as possible in comparative
comfort in as small a road area as possible and to have as
much of the floor area of the vehicle available for fare
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