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ANOTHER TRAMWAY LINK BROKEN
The well known firm of rolling stock builders, Clvde Engineering Co. Pty. Ltd., have closed their Clyde, NSW, factory.
Originally Hudson Brothers, the firm has been a
major supplier of Sydney's trams, having built steam, horse,
cable and electric vehicles. Six cars in the SPER fleet
were built at the Clyde factory and span the years from 1896
to 1936, the C-class being the first and the Rl-class the
last electric types built by this firm.
The railway vehicle output from the Clyde works is
spread far and wide across Australia, and is represented by
locomotives, both steam and diesel powered, and freight and
passenger vehicles. Many of Sydney's electric MU cars for
the suburban railways came from Clyde as did Australia's
most famous locomotive -- 3801.
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Illawarra Light Railway Museum Society
.—__—
A 12 page brochure on the activities of the Society
as well as a brief discussion on some unusual railways in the Illawarra has been produced.
Included
are 7 photos and 4 maps,. Copies can be obtained
at 250 from:-

J

SPER, PO Box 103, Sutherland, 2232,
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ILRMS, PO Box 1741, Wollongong, 2500.
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COVER PHOTO:
On 13th August I960, Rl-class Sydney tram 1979 was just
another tram in the rapidly diminishing fleet. Seen here
at the Chelmsford Avenue, Botany terminus, who at that
stage could have forseen that 1979 would survive the Sydney system by ten years I
Photos Vic Solomons
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UGUST and September saw much activity in Sydney as the
LSPER moved trams around the city and suburbs.

C-class car 29 left Loftus Depot on 24th August. This car
was Durchased in the late 50's and saw many years in open
storage before coming to Loftus in 1966. Considerable body
work is required to make this car presentable and sound.
This could not be undertaken at Loftus in the foreseeable
future, so when the opportunity of having the car partly
restored came along earlier this year, the Museum agreed to
lease 29 as Dart of a commercial venture to be set U D in
Sydney in some weeks time. The car is on hire, and a contract guaranteeing the return of the tram to the Society
has been negotiated. The tram is not presently availbale
for inspection.
The Department of Government Transport surrendered
its last tram to the Society when Rl-class car 1979 left
the Randwick Workshops for the Enfield Loco deDOt on Thursday, 17th August 1972.
1979 was built by Clyde Engineering Co. Pty. Ltd.,
and entered service on 26th March 1936 and continued in use
until the Sydney system closed in 1961. Whilst the remainder of the class were sold or broken up, 1979 was
retained for shunting in the workshops and saw gradually
decreasing use until it finally ceased operation towards
the end of 1971. The tram was donated to the Society in
March 1972 and is the 24th in the Museum fleet.
Two ballast motors were cut down to flat trailers
3

