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RANDWICK TRAMWAY CLOSES
The trolley wire was taken down from the last usable track
at the Randwick Tramway Workshops on Friday 24th March 1972
thus effectively isolating Rl-class car 1979 and its flatcar and bringing to an end 110 years of tramway operation
by the New South Wales Government.

SPER - NOTICE OF MEETINGS
The next General Meeting of the South Pacific Electric
Railway Co-operative Society Limited will be held on Friday,
28th April 1972 in the Railway Institute, Devonshire Street,
Sydney commencing at 7.30 pm.
The Thirteenth Annual Meeting of the Society will be
held at the same address on 23rd June 1972* commencing at
7.30 pm. Business at the meeting will include the election
of three directors to replace those who are retiring in accordance with the rules of the Society. Society members who
wish to nominate for the position of Director are advised
that nominations close with the Secretary, SPER, Box 103,
GPO, Sydney 2001 at 5 pm on Friday 26th May 1972.
*Note:

date to be comfirmed.

FRONT COVER: In service by public demand; Birney 29 rolls
along High Street with a standing load on Sunday afternoon,
5th March, following the receipt by the SEC of numerous requests to run " one of the famous cars.
2

Trams That Work By Steam
In September 1879, the citizens of Sydney town were witness
to an experiment in street transportation which was not
only to prove successful, but was to provide Sydney with a
particular form of transport until 1943. In 1879 the first
steam hauled trams began operating in Elizabeth Street.

»

From a hesitant beginning along lij miles of track
with 4 locos, or as they became known, steam motors, and
6 cars, the steam tramway developed into a considerable
undertaking serving the inner Sydney area and nearby suburbs with isolated lines operated at Arncliffe, Kogarah,
Cronulla, Enfield, Brookvale, and Parramatta, while two
private lines were opened to Brighton-le-Sands and to Parramatta Wharf. Government owned steam trams also ran in
Newcastle, Maitland and Broken Hill and from time to time
took over from railway rolling stock and locos on short
branch lines.
By the turn of the century, however, electrification
of the steam lines was commenced. By 1927 most steam working had ceased, only some Newcastle outer lines still lingered, together with the Kogarah to Sans Souci, the Cronulla
to Sutherland and the Parramatta Park to Redbank Wharf lines
still serviced by the steam trams. The Cronulla line closed
in 1932, and the Kogarah line was replaced by trolley buses
in July 1937, leaving only the Redbank Wharf line which continued to operate until 1943; closed not because of being
superseded by more modern forms of transport, but because
of the falling off of river transport - thus depriving the
tramway of its not inconsiderable goods traffic to the numerous factories along the line.
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