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ABOUT....
The SOUTH PACIFIC ELECTRIC RAILWAY Co-operative Society Ltd.
...A volunteer organisation set up to create an
operating electric transportation museum. To date it has
acquired some twenty-four items of rolling stock from the
Sydney and Brisbane tramways systems, built a depot and a
substation at Loftus in the Royal National Park and has
completed a quarter of a mile of track for electric operation.
The project began in the early 1950's, and work
on the site at Loftus commenced in 1956. Construction
and restoration proceeded as fast as the limitations
of
volunteer labour and finance would permit as the entire
cost of the project had to be met by subscriptions and
donations from members of the Society.
The years of concentrated effort were rewarded
in 196^ when an electric tramcar moved under power on the
Museum's tracks for the first time. The trams are operated for the benefit of visitors every Sunday and most
public holidays from 10 am to 5 pm.
The AUSTRALIAN

ELECTRIC T R A N S P O R T

MUSEUM

(S.A.) Inc.

...Formed in 1957 to preserve some of the forms of
public transport which had served Adelaide for 50 years.
Work commenced at the Museum's site at St. Kilda, some
sixteen miles north of Adelaide, in late 1958 and work is
now well advanced on the restoration of the seven trams,
three trolleybuses and one industrial electric locomotive
in the Museum's collection. It is hoped eventually to
operate all these vehicles under their own power.
All construction and restoration work at the
Museums has been carried out by volunteers and paid for
by donations, as neither museum is in receipt of any Government or private financial grants.
Further information about these organisations
can be obtained by writing to the Secretary at:SPER, Box 103, GPO, Sydney, NSW, 2001
AETM, Box 1468L, GPO, Adelaide, SA, 5001

FRONT COVER: A scene at the SPER Museum showing R-class
car 17^0 and 0-class 1111 in the depot yard with P-class
1^97 on the main line to the Princes Highway.
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—Capt.. James Cook

TROLLEY WIRE is published
bi-monthly by the South Pacific
Electric Railway Co-operative
Society Limited, Box 103, G.P.O.,
Sydney, New South Wales, 2001
Editor:

A small step for one
man but a giant step
for mankind.
-Comdr. Neil Armstrong
on stepping onto the
moon.

R. I. MERCHANT

Subscription rate (for non-members):
$2.00 per annum, post paid.
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TROLLEY WIRL
...The bi-monthly house magazine of the South Pacific Electric Railway and the Australian Electric Transport Museum. Normally its sixteen pages cover the activities of Australia's tramway museums, and give news from
the four Australian tramways still operating, overseas
tramway museums, brief historical articles, etc.
TROLLEY tfIRE is available to
&2.00 per year (6 issues), post paid.

non—members
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This Issue
...Presented as an enlarged special Bi-Centenary
issue to commemorate the landing of Captain Cook on Australian shores in 1770. Instead of our usual content, we
have prepared a pot-pourri of Australian "tramology" based
on the notes of a lecture presented recently in Newcastle
by Ken McCarthy.
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