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around the depot....
On 28th September our railmotor was transferred
to private storage to allow extra room for housing 295. A
car carrying trailer was used to take the vehicle away. It
is hoped that an overhaul and repairs to the bodywork can
be done during its enforced absence from Loftus.
The following day saw our mezzanine mealroom demolished and most of the fittings and furniture were transferred to the PR1 which is acting as a temporary mealroom.
The Museum's "pet" possum didn't take long to find where
her regular source of free meals had moved to I
An electric welder has been purchased and was
immediately put to work on welding base plates on the RSJ's
for the front of the new depot. The first steel was erected on l6th November and the five front columns and most of
the facadefe timber frame work had been completed by 2^th
November. Already the depot is taking on a new shape.
P 1^97 is in the finishing stages of its
Norm Chinn, Neil Sorensen, Peter Macdonald and Ted
assisted with the interior painting and varnishing
Norm and Neil arranged to apply the external green
cream during the week on their days off.

repaint.
Davies
while
and

Phil Parker and Peter Macdonald are now removing
all the old and flaking paint from the ceiling of 180.
They would like some assistance with this work and would
welcome any help, even if only for a few hours.
About a dozen members went out to help fight bushfires at Audley on Friday evening 25th October, 1968 until
4 am and again the following Monday evening the Museum's
fire tender was called upon to assist. Our thanks are due
to those members who have enough interest in their Museum
to call in or ring and check when bushfires have been reported in the area.
THOSE PROVINCIAL TRAMWAYS - A REPRIEVE:
The State Electricity Commission's notice of
abandonment of the tramway services in Ballarat and Bendigo
was defeated in the Legislative Council on 2nd October, 1968.
The Legislative Assembly had passed the notice of abandonment during the last week in September. The SEC will be
able to submit a new notice after a period of twelve months.
COVER PHOTO: Beautifully restored California combination
car J*7 saw daylight for the first time when it was driven
out for our inspection during our visit on 7th October,1968.
Photo: Bill Denham
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NEW MEMBERS

The Board and Shareholders
welcome the following member to the Museum:-

1968
Glenn Buckman
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Kindness is the only thing
we cannot give away, it
always comes back.

Our firetender is silhouetted against a wall of flames during firefighting operations in the early hours of Saturday
21st September, 1968.

