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2 TROLLEY WIRE 

OUTSTANDING SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Members are reminded that subscriptions amounting to 
more than £100 are still outstanding. Work, time and money are the 
ingredients for a successful museum, and the first and second items 
are useless without the third. Our Financial Director Laurie Gordon 
has not been able to hunt up these errant dues over the last six 
months as he has had his hands more than full with the second job of 
Acting Secretary; so please assist in this hour of need and send on 
those £3' cheques. 

PUBLISHING STAFF 

The production of our new book "Maitland Tramway 
Ventures" is progressing favourably, the first proofs having been 
corrected and returned to the printers , so it will not be too long 
before pre -publication details can be released. At present it seems 
that the book will consist of almost 80 pages, with approximately 
30 blocks, of maps, plans, tickets and photos. 

Work is now progressing rapidly on "Century of NSW 
Tramcars Book II". At present the co-authors are compiling 
paragraph notes and number lists, which now amount to two thick 
folders of foolscap notes. It is not yet possible to forecast any 
release date for this work, but we ask our readers to be patient, 
and progress will be reported from time to time in this magazine. 

SPEED TRIP TO NEW CASTLE 

Just three weeks after the circulars advertising our 
annual rai l tour to Newcastle on 28th June were distributed, the 
whole train w as booked out. In fact some late applicants have 
offered to stand for the entire tr ip just to be able to sample what 
will be a most unusual excursion. 

Our thanks go out to Dale Budd for the many busy hours 
of his leisure time he has had to surrender to make this tour 
possible. We are wondering what unusual tr ip he will devise next! 

COVER PHOTO: Scrubber 137s towing weed burner 144s into 
the "Dive" siding, Coogee line, on the last occasion these cars 
were used, 27th January 1961. Photo, Dale Budd 
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TROLLEY WIRE is published 
bi-monthly by the South Pacific 
Electric Railway Co-operative 
Society Limited, Box 103, 
G.P.O., Sydney, N.S.W. 

The Society is building an operating 
electric tramway in the Royal National 
Park, N.S.W. Visitors to the depot, 
in Lady Rawson Avenue, are wel­
come on the first Sunday of each 
month. Membership enquiries are also 
invited; the current fees are £3 per 
annum or £1.10.0 for students. Write 
to the Secretary at the above address. 

General Manager: R. L MERCHANT. 

Secretary: V. SOLOMONS. 

TROLLEY WIRE subscription rate 
(for non-members) 
10/- per aniram, post paid. 

25 YEARS 
In this issue we have plea­

sure in recording the development 
of the world's oldest tramway 
museum, the Seashore Trolley 
Museum of Maine, U. S. A. Foun­
ded a quarter of a century ago, 
Seashore has been a model for the 
groups which have followed, being 
an exemplification of the fact that 
it is possible for "amateurs" to 
run an electric tramway success­
fully and profitably. 

Seashore is not only the old­
est but also the largest; on one 
day recently fifteen different cars 
were operated, making the scale 
of operations larger than the week­
end services of some of the sub­
systems of the Sydney tramways. 
In the care of its exhibits a high 
standard has been set, and a uni­
que maintenance manual issued 
which is being used as a guide for 
much of our own restoration work. 

The outstanding feature of 
Seashore's collection is its var i ­
ety. Six countries outside the 
U.S.A. are represented, includ­
ing Australia, by Sydney " P " car 
1700. For this reason if no other, 
members of the S. P. E. R. have a 
direct interest in their activities. 

We offer our congratulations 
on the past 25 years , and our best 
wishes for the future of this not­
able organisation. 


